
Dear members and friends of Normandy Park United Church of Christ – here is your Friday 
Food for Thought for January 22, 2021: 
 

• Save the Date – Drive-Through Donation Drop Off at NPUCC on February 7, 11:30 am 
o Souper Bowl of Caring – cash, checks, non-perishable food for the Des Moines Area 

Food Bank 
o Hospitality House – floor cleaner, liquid dish soap, bleach, cleaning gloves 
o Severe Weather Shelter – NEW men's boxer briefs, women’s underwear 

 

• Shine at Home – Mark 1:29–39: “Jesus Begins His Ministry” 
o Jesus taught in a way that caught people’s attention. Talk about amazing teachers you 

have known. 
o Pray “listening” prayers this week. Practice listening without interrupting by taking turns 

telling something happy and something sad that happened this week. Close your sharing 
time by praying for each family member.  

o Color and cut out Flat Jesus and take Jesus with you wherever you go this week. Take a 
picture of you and Flat Jesus and share it with your friends and family.  

o Find a coloring page from Illustrated Ministries – 3rd Sunday After Epiphany – on our 
website: www.npucc.org. Click on Connect, then Sermons and Worship Resources in the 
drop-down menu. 

 

• Inspired for Life Conference 
o Rev. Kelsey Beebe, who led a portion of this year’s NPUCC Women’s Retreat, will also 

play a role in this online conference, which will be held February 19-20. 
o Register here: 

https://inspiredforlifeconference.org/?fbclid=IwAR1Kqhv0L0qz32xG84ucdgnc0sKDztfAQ
CkFrMN4Ou_yc7F2ORFTGbcNUF0 

 

• Climate Change – Tongass National Forest, Alaska 
o If you want to slow climate change and conserve vulnerable wildlife, protecting the 

Tongass National Forest makes a lot of sense. It’s our largest national forest at 17 million 
acres and part of a temperate rainforest whose old-growth woods soak up huge 
amounts of carbon. As part of an island archipelago, the Tongass is home to a staggering 
diversity of life, including many plants and animals found nowhere else, such as the 
Queen Charlotte Goshawk and Prince of Wales Spruce Grouse.  

o Since 2001, around half of the Tongass has been protected from logging and 
development by the federal Roadless Rule. But in one of its most significant land-
protection rollbacks, the Trump administration in October officially lifted those 
restrictions, opening the entire forest to timber companies.  

o Advocates are calling on the incoming administration to replace Trump’s industry-
friendly rule through a new rulemaking process that gathers more input from the Haida, 
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Tlingit, and Tsimshian peoples—who say they were ignored in the lead-up to Trump’s 
rollback—about how their home forest should be managed. Biden hasn’t been vocal 
about his plans for the Tongass, but renewing protections for the forest would be 
consistent with his overall climate and conservation policy positions. 


