
“Visions and Dreams” 
 
Let us pray—God, our Alpha and Omega, lead us into joy. Help 
us to hear you when you ask us to dream new dreams. Amen. 
 
Our gospel message this morning from the Gospel of John 
returns us to Maundy Thursday, Judas has just left and Jesus’ 
death is imminent. He shares with his disciples a message that 
was likely not new to them, but this time he said with urgency: 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  
 
We know that Judas will betray him and Peter will deny him—
we know that they will miss the mark in loving their teacher, 
loving God, loving each other and in the loving of themselves—
instead of loving, guilt and shame are invited in. 
 
It is hard work loving one another. Some scholars say, that this 
commandment to “love one another” was needed just as much 
for the Johannine community for whom this 4th gospel was 
written. For it was too easy for things to fall apart, for a 
community of faith to lose its cohesion, to lose its ability to 
work together, maybe even especially in those early years 
following Jesus’ death. 
 
This says to me, it doesn’t matter the era or the age, we all 
need the constant reminder to love one another. Because God 



knows what our default button tends to be! Judgement, 
othering, hard-heartedness, fixed ideas and sometimes harm 
and abuse. 
 
In our own lives we have known people who have left the 
Church and organized religion because of broken relationships, 
a breach in trust, because of trauma and abuse. We do not 
have to look too far to recount the stories, to know the names, 
to recall the newspaper headlines. Maybe we even know some 
of these stories intimately ourselves.  
 
In 2019, we as the wider church are at a crossroads. How do we 
continue to exist and draw new members in such a time as 
this? Churches are grappling with their relevance these days; 
churches are having to be very intentional as to why they 
gather and what their purpose is. And to be intentional in NOT 
causing harm to the people in their midst. 
 
It seems obvious right? Serve God, do good and love others. 
Doesn’t everyone at least want to do good and love others? I 
would say in theory, Sure.  
 
But do they need church to do these things?  That is the 
question.  
 
Dominant culture in the United States, which once made 
Sunday Sabbath a part of its usual routine is no more. Way out 
west here, people have long chosen their own path. Church 
membership and church attendance arguably started to change 



culturally in the west as long ago as the 1960s—when 
Normandy Park UCC was just getting going! 
 
We all know this, there is a lot of choice on Sunday morning—
we could run a half marathon, bike around Alki, go to our 
child’s or grandchild’s soccer match, we can go out to brunch, 
sleep in (in college we called this going to Bedside Baptist with 
Pastor Pillow), or take a weekend getaway. There are so many 
options and church is a choice. These days, if we are here, we 
choose to be here. We don’t arrive here because of an 
obligation, but because we love God and we dare to try to love 
each other. So thank you for being here. 
 
And on an Annual Meeting Sunday, I will say it again, thank you 
for being here! 
 
There is some desire, at times, while standing in the crossroads 
of looking back at the way we have always done things to the 
new territory of the future, to just try to do it all and be it all.  
 
Earlier this week I saw a meme, which is a quippy way of 
provoking satire with words and a photo, anyway, I saw a 
meme of a church reader board, the kind with the black 
background and white lettering, it said:  
 
“Consumerist Church of the Sacred Demographics”  
 
Sunday Schedule: 
Seniors Gospel Hour 7 am 



Gregorian Chant Liturgy 8 am 
Contemporary Suburban Worship 9 am 
Hip Hop Praise Jam! 10 am 
X-treme Youth Service 11 am 
Mystic Journey: the Worship Experience: 2pm (I guess there is a 
break for lunch) 
Holy Spirit Freestyle 3 pm 
 
This week’s message: “God has a wonderful cafeteria plan for 
your life” 
 
Sure, we could try to be the church that does it all, trying to 
appeal to everyone, to get everyone in the doors.  
But doesn’t that just make you tired? It makes me tired, but 
maybe its because I am the pastor and I know that list looks 
longer every time I think about it. 
 
I also know that where our passion lies, our energy will follow. 
And I must confess, I am not going to be able to pull off a Hip-
Hop Praise Jam worship service any time soon!  
 
Our job, really, is to be who we are, and to love well.  And if we 
are not loving well, we need to learn how to love well. And we 
especially need to discern what it is we are passionate about 
and to follow that passion so that we can serve well. That’s 
where our visioning event comes in that we convened on May 
4th. 
 



We did some looking back, but we mostly shared our dreams 
and visions of the future. I asked everyone to pick one of the 3 
Great Loves, which has been part of a national United Church of 
Christ campaign for the past two years.  Which love is most 
important to you? Love of Neighbor? Love of Children? Love of 
Creation? Yes, people had to pick just one: It was a hard choice!  
 
These loves, they are all so important. And they all work 
together, honestly, its synergistic. At the end of the day though, 
Love of Neighbor came in first. That is who we are as a church 
and who we aspire to be. A church that loves their neighbors 
well. So that is what we must do.  
 
If you are curious, Love of Creation was a close second and I bet 
there will be ways for us to continue to weave in the 
importance of caring for the earth as we pursue loving our 
neighbors. The truth is poorest in our community and around 
the world are usually the first impacted by pollution and 
climate change.  
 
So, I thought I would take a minute to share some of the values 
and some of the dreams we explored together. 
 
I will begin with the theme of love of neighbor—because this 
encompasses our desire to care for each other within the 
church and those in our local community. There is a deep desire 
to continue to strengthen and deepen relationships within 
these walls and outside of these walls.  
 



Inside these walls it means placing a value on deeply caring for 
each other and attending to the needs of our members and 
friends in times of need and in times of joy. And beyond these 
walls it includes cultivating relationships with community 
partners—those existing partnerships like Hospitality House 
and the Des Moines Area Food Bank, but also new relationships 
we haven’t explored yet. There is a desire to have a positive 
impact with the youth in our community—to work with 
Marvista Elementary school and maybe even Highline High 
School as it moves to its interim site over here on 200th in the 
fall.  
 
Maybe we could even build a relationship with the 
Environmental Learning Center that our own Georgette Valle 
helped to found. When it comes to community partnerships, 
we need to keep dreaming. We need to risk reaching out and 
making new connections. If we have a passion for Mary’s Place, 
then, we need to explore that passion. 
 
We expressed a desire to strengthen our UCC connections—to 
collaborate with Wayside or Fauntleroy UCC churches when it 
makes sense—and so I will be continuing a conversation I have 
started to have with the newly settled pastor at Wayside on 
ways that we might dream together. Pastor Allysa deWolf has a 
lot of positive energy and I think you would like to know her 
too. 
 
Ecumenically, we are partners with the Church Council of 
Greater Seattle—with the Highline Ecumenical Leadership 



Circle—the opportunities will continue to arise for us to work 
with neighboring churches on issues of importance in our local 
community. Right now we are looking at housing policy in the 
city of Burien as a way to ensure that renters can live in a 
healthy environment and be protected, especially in 
apartments, as rents continue to go higher around here. 
 
The next thing that jumped out for us is that we don’t want to 
be a secret anymore. We want to heighten our visibility as a 
community of faith. We have set up a Visibility task force 
supported by the church council that will have its first meeting 
soon—if you are interested in being part of heightening the 
prominence of this church—by ways of signage, advertising and 
other creative ideas—let me know and you can join us. 
 
Many people shared their love of music in this church. And a 
love of music period. There is a desire for celebrating 
traditional favorites and learning new music. There is a passion 
for musical and artistic expression here—it is evident that we 
grieve the loss of Jane Leeson Jackson’s beautiful flute dancing 
along with Kevin’s piano. It might be time to explore 
intentionally inviting and paying for other musicians to join 
Kevin. Again if, music and the arts are our passion, let’s amplify 
it. 
 
Last on my list to bring to you today, is my own passion, and 
that is of encouraging SPIRITUAL FORMATION in the church—
deepening our own relationship with the Divine, exploring the 
spiritual disciplines and human spirituality so that we can add 



width and breadth to our lives. I will continue to offer classes 
and experiences that tune into this deep need of my own—it is 
a need to make sure that this water that John of Patmos speaks 
of in Revelation—“to the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life”—is a well we can draw from. My 
desire is for our wells to run deep so that this living water 
overflows. If our individual cups run over, then sharing our 
abundance of God’s love for us and for our neighbors will 
continue as a natural outpouring of the Spirit.  
 
John of Patmos reminds us, that in the beginning God was 
there and in the end God will be there…which means in the 
middling of our common story, God is also here. And God is not 
only present, but at the center of this new heaven and this new 
earth. So why would we wait for an apocalyptic age for God to 
be at the center when we can practice God at the center of all 
that we do in the here and the now?  
 
As we move into our annual meeting at the end of the worship 
service, my request is simple, that we keep God at the center of 
all things for this church, and that we remember to love one 
another in all things as look back at our past year and dream 
dreams of the future. 
 
Amen. 
 

 


