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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Blessings to you this Eastertide! As your pastor, I wanted to share with you some of the 

process we have gone through behind the scenes in partnership with our Worship 

Committee and the Council to bring you online worship throughout this time of staying 

home and staying healthy. I expect we will receive more news from our Governor about next 

steps in the coming days, but I do not expect our church to be worshipping in person for the 

foreseeable future. 

We made the decision to purchase a one year subscription to Zoom meetings so that we 

can continue to meet for Sunday worship, for any committee work and book studies.   

We have been using slides in place of bulletins, but are happy to report that the bulletin will 

return to be downloaded and/or printed at home for those with technology. If you do not 

have a way to download a bulletin and would like one, Kirsten, our office manager, is happy 

to mail one to you. Just email or call her: kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 

We have instituted a Saturday practice session to go over what it is we are producing for 

Sunday with the church members that will be participating in readings, etc. Because, this 

Zoom worship stuff really is a production! 

And to that point, we now invite multiple voices reading individual parts instead of just one 
or two voices (which could be boring!) since we can't easily say our collective prayers 
together without the sound becoming garbled. 
 

On that note, I purchased a high quality microphone so that my voice and singing bowl 
would be clear for you all. Kevin, our music director, has been experimenting with formats 
for sharing his music. I encourage you to check out the church’s website: 
www.npucc.org/worship-videos where you can find his Preludes, Offertories and Postludes. 
He has added his piano at home for our Zoom worship. Music is our biggest challenge—we 
want it to sound good, we don’t want to break any copyright laws (we have covered that 
base too!) as the laws for online worship are different for in person worship. We hope Zoom 
worship is becoming a meaningful worship experience for you. 
 

I think my favorite part about online worship is our time for sharing. Thank you to all of you 
that have shared during our reflection times and during joys and concerns. This platform 
really does make it possible for us to keep up with each other and share what is on our 
hearts and minds. Worship may take on a more informal feel at times, as we experiment 
with new ways of being together. 
 

Lastly, we are recording the worship services to be viewed on our website after the fact. It 
takes more than a minute to download, so expect to see it up and ready for viewing by early 
afternoon each Sunday. We do care about privacy, so we pause recording during the sharing 
of Joys and Concerns. And that is a behind the scenes view of what Kevin, Kirsten, myself, 
and the Worship Committee have been up to since we began this stay home and stay 
healthy endeavor due to COVID-19. 
 

May we encounter God in the everyday story of our lives—in the breaking of bread over 
Zoom worship, in the changing cloud patterns, in reaching out to a friend over the phone, in 
generous giving to organizations we really care about—like our local food bank—and our 
church in the coming weeks and months. 
 

I can safely say we all miss each other and dream of the day we can see each other in person 
again—but in the meantime—remember—you are all the hands and feet of Christ, wherever 
you may be. God bless you and keep you. Grace and Peace, Pastor Amy 
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May Calendar of Events 
 

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, many May church activities have moved online 
or been cancelled. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, 
Kirsten or Committee chairs. Church Council is following guidelines from Gov. Jay Inslee, 
King County Department of Health and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC. 

 
ONLINE ~ invitations and directions for accessing these events will be shared via email: 

• Sunday Worship Services 

• Climate Change, Climate World book study 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study 

• Enneagram discussion group 

• Church Council meeting 

• Worship Committee meeting 

• Parish Care Committee meeting 

• Facilities Committee meeting 

• Choir Social Hour 
 

STILL ON: 

• Community Dinner – Tuesday, May 26, 4:30 pm, “to go” only 
 

CANCELLED: 

• Sunday School 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DES MOINES/HIGHLINE 
CROP HUNGER WALK 
May 3, 2020, 1:15 PM 

 

There will be no en mass CROP Walk from the 
Des Moines United Methodist Church this year 
due to Covid-19. 
 

Individuals and teams will walk offsite, outside, 
spaced, in small groups. Our NPUCC Team will 
walk a couple times around our church, then up 
and down 1st Ave S until the sidewalk ends at 
200th.   
 

If you plan to walk, register and donate online. If 
you don't want to walk, just donate online at: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/desmoineswa/npucc. 
Checks made out to CWS/CROP may be mailed 
to NPUCC. 
 

Thank you for standing with the world's most 
threatened: the poor, the forgotten, those left 
behind. We raise funds to provide permanent 
solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement and 
disaster. Call Alice or Lynn if you have questions. 

 

 
Kris and Barb from the Des Moines Area Food 
Bank joined us during Worship on Sunday, April 
26th to share information about how the Food 
Bank is faring during the pandemic. They 
especially need volunteers (see their website: 
www.myfoodbank.org for details) and cash 
donations so they can purchase the 
appropriate food their clients need. Visit their 
website to make a donation or send a check to: 
DMAFB, P.O. Box 98788, Des Moines, WA 

98198. If you want to make food donations, 
their main needs are pasta and canned 
vegetables. Thank you also to Connie Clark for 
serving as the NPUCC representative on the 
Food Bank’s board of directors. 

 

LUNCHTIME BROWN BAG 
BOOK STUDY 

Our spring/summer brown bag 
noontime book study, Climate 
Church, Climate World by Rev. 
Jim Antal argues that climate 
change is the greatest moral 

challenge humanity has ever faced. Hunger, 
refugees, poverty, inequality, deadly viruses, 
war—climate change multiplies all forms of 
global social injustice. He presents a 
compelling case that it is time for the church 
to meet this moral challenge. The discussion 
group is meeting via Zoom every two weeks. If 
you would like to be included in the invitation 
list for these meetings, please contact Pastor 
Amy or Lynn Zachow. 
 

"The Green Door" 
Nancy Allen and 

Jill Tiffany 
 

Welcome to the first 
installment of "The 
Green Door". Born 
during the Lenten Soup 
supper discussions in 
March regarding caring 
for our earth, the idea 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION RESOURCES 
• Shine at Home - "The Last Supper” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2OgC
XFiZ3M (3:44 minutes) 

• Listening to Indigenous People To Save The 
Earth - Holy Troublemakers Story Time: 
“Wangari Maathai“ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zit5s5
Qncz8 (20:42 minutes) 

• Coloring page – “God Calls Me“ from 
Illustrated Ministry – you can find it on our 
website: https://www.npucc.org/newsletter 
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was suggested to run monthly tips in the 
Towline for our congregation to consider when 
making so many decisions regarding the health 
of our homes and environment. Nancy 
mentioned she had been using the weed killer 
alternative listed here for many years and 
others said they had ideas as well they would 
like to share. Please send Nancy or Jill a short 
article or summary of an idea you would like to 
share in future Towlines. A cleaning product 
your love? Garden tip? Water usage/recycling? 
The sky's the limit. You can also include a 
website if there is more information than can 
be included in the Towline. Each one of us has 
been called to do our part. Let's make this 
simple, interesting and fun. 
 
"Weed-Be-Gone"  
Healthy alternative to Roundup 
 
1 Gallon Vinegar 
2 Cups Epsom Salt 
1/4 Cup Dawn Dish Soap (the blue original) 
 
It should kill most anything you spray it on. Just 
mix and spray on a dry, sunny morning after 
the dew has evaporated. Walk away and 
weeds should be brown after dinner. It's less 
expensive than most things you can buy and 
much safer than commercial products. 

 

Thank you to all who donated items for 

the Environmental Services employees at 
Highline Medical Center. Nancy and Steve 
Allen headed up the effort and collected the 
donations. Our church custodian, Amalia 
Mendoza, who also works at Highline 
Medical Center, delivered the items to her 
co-workers and made sure they were 

received by those most in need. 
Environmental Service workers, along with 
our all our health care professionals, are on 
the front lines of this pandemic. Thank you 
to all for remembering them! 

Hospitality House’s annual Spring Fling 
fundraiser went 
online this year 
and raised over 
$67,000! What a 
success! Thank 
you to all who 
supported the 
event and also to 

those who continue to cook and deliver 
meals to the residents. 
 

 

A BIG THANK YOU! 
NPUCC collected $845 for the One Great 
Hour of Sharing special offering this year 

from checks and online giving. 
 
 

 

The Executive Officers of the United Church of 
Christ, John. C. Dorhauer, Traci Blackmon, and  
Karen Georgia Thompson, shared this 
encouraging message: 
https://www.ucc.org/news_commentary_we_
are_with_you_04282020 
 

The May 2-3 Plant Sale fundraiser to 

benefit the Blue Theology Mission Trip, 

has been cancelled. While the Mission Trip 

has not been officially cancelled, we are 

exploring ways to move the trip to the 

summer of 2021. We’ll keep you posted! 
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May Birthdays 

Mack Van Wyk 5/2 
Yoko Sakai 5/5 
Belinda Allender 5/16 
Megan Sheppard 5/21 
Madison Forhan 5/22 
Joan Andresen 5/23 
Nancy Barrie 5/25 
Janet Watkins 5/25 
Dawn Elwell 5/26 
Jill Erickson-Keeney 5/29 
Josie Pangelinan 5/30 

 

May Anniversary 

Yoko and Tomio Sakai 5/7 
 

If you don’t see your May birthday or anniversary on this list 
and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at  
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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