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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Guest Preacher: Shannon Thomas 

Lay Leader: Connie C. 
Usher: Nancy K. 

 

November 21, 2021 
 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
Those who go out weeping, 
Shall come home with shouts of joy! 
Those who worry about their life, 
Shall learn that God anticipates their needs. 
Those who have experienced the devastation of the locust, 
Shall eat in plenty and be satisfied. 
Those who long for comfort, 
Shall be glad and rejoice, for God has done great things! 
 

SONG ~ “God Reigns o’er All the Earth” 



2 
 

 



3 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 
Mark Hall and Gaddy Padagdag 

 

During this liturgy, there will be times that the Congregation is asked to respond. 
Rather than include the entire liturgy here, please listen for Pastor Amy’s words 

leading up to the time you are to participate. 

Pastor Amy: Members and Friends of Normandy Park UCC, today is a 
celebratory day as we gather now to rejoice in the gift of grace in the 
sacrament of baptism and the gift of new membership. 

Congregation: There is one body and one Spirit. We place our hope in 
God and God’s call to us. 

Pastor Amy: Baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is also a time for us as 
a church to celebrate with you and to rejoice in the goodness that God 
shares with us. 

Congregation: This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise 
with new life, forgiven in all ways, and one in Christ, members of 
Christ’s body. 

Pastor Amy: Do you dear members of Normandy Park United Church of 
Christ promise your love, support and care to Mark who is about to be 
baptized? Will you accompany Mark as he deepens his faith? 

Congregation: We promise our love, support and care. 

Pastor Amy: May the Holy Spirit be upon you, Mark, child of God, disciple 
of Christ, member of the church. 

Congregation: [Celebratory Cheering!] 
 

SUNG REFRAIN ~ “Halleluja” 
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Pastor Amy: Do you, the members of Normandy Park United Church of 
Christ, receive Gaddy Padagdag and Mark Hall into full membership of 
this church? 

Congregation: We do! We gladly welcome you into this community of 
faith, enfolding you with our love and committing ourselves to your 
care. It is in our relationships with one another, as well as in our 
worship, study, and service, that the life of this church is built. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may you be nurtured, and may your life be 
changed. 

SONG ~ “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?” 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Matthew 6:25-34 (NRSV) 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of 
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
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glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will 
he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not 
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will 
we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first 
for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 
 

REFLECTION 
 

SONG ~ “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

• Barbara G. 

• Belinda A. 

• Diane, Malinda and Jim’s 
daughter 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• Drew C. 

• Eileen A. 

• Jim K., Lynn’s brother 

• Jon C. 

• MJ, Mark H.’s friend 

• Paula, Nancy’s friend 

• Steve, Debbie’s father 

• Trudy, Val’s friend 

• Yoko S. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE ~ Donation Drop-off Day 
Stop by NPUCC today, beginning at 11:30 am, and bring your donations for 

Des Moines Area Food Bank, Hospitality House, and REACH. 

You may also pick up a gift tag for Mary’s Place Holly Jolly holiday party. 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE ~ “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us. 
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “Shalom, My Friends” 

 

 
 

Worship Credits: 

Reflection © 2021 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 
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“God Reigns O’er All the Earth” by Jane Parker Huber. © 1987 Presbyterian Publishing / 
Westminster John Knox / Geneva Press. 
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