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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

It has been a year. A year since we gathered in person for worship. A year 

since we held a community meal in our fellowship hall. A year since we 

participated in communion together in the sanctuary. A year since the 

pandemic began. Sitting at the dinner table with my family the other night, 

we were trying to wrap our heads around it—all the things that have 

changed, all the ways that we have been asked to live life differently, in order 

to slow down the pace of this virus. 

A year later, we can say, we have made it this far! A year later, we remember 

that not everyone did make it this far. A year later, we rejoice that so many of 

our congregation are already vaccinated or have an appointment! A year 

later, we realize that our youth and younger members have a while yet to 

wait for their turn. 

As Glennon Doyle often says, “we can do hard things.” And we are doing 

them still. My public health announcement is this: now is not the time to let 

down our guard. Even if you are vaccinated, masks are still needed for those 

who aren’t. We will still be worshipping remotely on zoom for now. We will 

still be doing our donation drop off days and we will still be doing our studies 

and series over zoom too. 

We have come this far…we can do it. I know we can. 

Believe it or not, Holy Week is at the very end of March this year. That means 

we will have another door dash for Holy Week/Easter, complete with palms 

for Palm Sunday and some celebratory items for Easter. We will also be 

changing up the way we celebrate Easter this year with a zoom Easter 

Pageant. We had so much fun with our Christmas Pageant, that we thought, 

this year, if any year, would be the year to have an Easter Pageant. We also 

will be decorating the cross again this year too, so start thinking about which 

flowers you would like to have ready for April 3, Holy Saturday, for adorning 

the cross. 

Thank you to each and every one of you—I am so grateful we made it 

through this difficult year. Thank you to Kevin, our music director, and 

Kirsten, our office manager, for being such a gracious and flexible team. 

Thank you to our Council, for guiding us and making sure we stay on track. 

Thank you.  

God is still speaking to us, still walking with us, still guiding us on the way, 

especially in the midst of hard things. 

Peace to you all, Pastor Amy 
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March Calendar of Events 
 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study: Fridays, March 5, and 19, 7:00 pm 

• Church Council meeting: Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 pm 

• Parish Care and Outreach Committee meeting: Wednesday, March 10, 2:00 pm 

• Worship Committee meeting: Friday, March 12, 11:00 am 

• Lenten Art Wall and One Great Hour of Sharing: Sunday, March 14, 11:30 am 

• Enneagram study group: Tuesday, March 16, 4:00 pm 

• Guest Preacher ~ Rev. Carol Shellenberger: Sunday, March 21, 10:00 am 

• Lenten Soup Suppers: Wednesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 5:00 pm 

• Palm Sunday Service: Sunday, March 28, 10:00 am 
 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online 
or been suspended for the foreseeable future. If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. 

Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from the state of Washington, 
King County Department of Health and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC. 

 



One Great Hour 
of Sharing 

March 14, 2021 
This year’s One 
Great Hour of 

Sharing donation 
collection will take place on Sunday, March 
14th at NPUCC, beginning at 11:30 am. You 
may also mail in a donation; just note in your 

memo that it is for OGHS. Thank you! 

This Lent, we invite you to come to God 
in prayer again and again, weaving 
your prayers in with those of our larger 
community. Woven together, our 
prayers form the shape of an 
ampersand, an ancient symbol that, used 
here, represents God’s holy “and.” 
 
Beginning on March 14th, we’ll have a 
prayer wall structure (thank you to John 
Held for building it!) near the labyrinth 
at NPUCC where you can: 
 
▪ Write prayers (of supplication, 

thanksgiving, lament, confession, 
intercession, 
and/or 
adoration) on 
strips of white 
plastic. The strips 
and permanent 
markers will be 
provided. 
▪ Weave 
your prayer into 
the white 
ampersand part 
of the screen on 
the structure. 
▪ Our woven 
prayers will 
create God’s 
holy “and.” 

 

Lenten 
Soup Suppers 

and 
Book Study 

Read a chapter, grab some soup, and join us 

online Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. for Lenten 

Soup Suppers with Pastor Amy and Rev. Carol 

Schellenberger. 

Topic ~ Forgiveness: A Lenten Study by 

Marjorie J. Thompson. While we’ve already 

distributed all the books we ordered, you are 

welcome to purchase the book yourself or 

contact Kirsten and she can copy the chapter 

of the week you’re attending. A different 

chapter will be covered each week. You’ll also 

need a Bible and journal. 

Forgiving others and humbly asking for 

forgiveness are central disciplines for all 

followers of Christ. Lent is an appropriate time 

to deepen our understanding and practice 

forgiveness. In 6 sessions we will cover: 

March 3 ~ Self-Examination: Prelude to 

Forgiveness 

March 10 ~ Honesty: Engaging the Inner 

Struggle 

March 17 ~ Repentance: Getting a New Mind 

March 24 ~ Forgiving: Embracing Freedom 

March 31 ~ Beginning Again: Reconciliation 

and Restoration 

 
 

THE ENNEAGRAM JOURNEY WITH 
SUZANNE STABILE 

For those in the Enneagram study group, if 

you haven’t picked it up yet, the Milestone 

6 DVD – “Self Care on the Journey – 

Wings, Stress, and Security” – is available 

in the church office. Contact Kirsten to 

arrange pickup. Our next meet up will be on 

Tuesday, March 16 at 4 pm. 



Holy Week Activities 

▪ Holy Week and Easter Door Dash ~ week 
of March 22. 

▪ Zoom Palm Sunday Service ~ March 28, 
10:00 am. 

▪ Zoom Maundy Thursday Service ~ April 1, 
time TBD. 

▪ Stations of the Cross Vigil Walk through 
Burien (details, including time and route, 
still being determined) ~ Good Friday, April 
2. 

▪ The Spiritual Travelers will present a Good 
Friday service via zoom and livestream 
from the Alki UCC sanctuary, time TBD. 
The service is a series of first-person 
accounts from various people who were 
there as witnesses to the crucifixion, 
including several wives who were in 
attendance. 

▪ Decorating our outdoor cross with flowers 
~ Holy Saturday, April 3, time TBD. 

▪ Zoom Easter Service, including Easter 
Pageant ~ April 4, 10:00 am. 

 

“The Green Door” 

by Barbara Gregg 

I will start with what I believe 

is Good News! 

• President Joe Biden will act 

against the continuation of the 

Keystone Pipeline project. 

• Washington Attorney General Bob Ferguson has 

filed an amicus (friend of the court) brief which 

joins Puyallup Tribe and Earth Justice in calling 

the analysis of Puget Sound Energy PSE 

Liquievide natural Gas LNG in Tacoma facility 

unacceptable. 

In short, the information used to inform decision 

makers was outdated 2007 methane values. In the 

brief the State indicates “the analysis does not 

offer defense of the figure based in science or 

factual accuracy, because there is no defense.” 

My tuning into Earth Ministry for environmental 

awareness has been enlightening and, in my case, 

due to their website and partnership with other 

organizations (presentations) I continue to be 

curious for information. https://earthministry.org  

Let it Snow! As we enter March the addition to the 

snowpack will most likely lessen. The net January 

brought more snow to the mountains. Snoqualmie 

Pass received the highest accumulation of snow in 

the past ten years! 

• Snoqualmie Pass 236 inches. 

• Stevens Pass 260 inches 

• Crystal Mt. 198 in season total 

• White Pass 115 inches 

• Mt. Baker 131-146 inches 

This bodes well for our watershed. We can be 

grateful. Most of our area is served by the Cedar 

River or Tolt Watersheds. We can watch our area 

rivers such as the Cedar, Green and Duwamish 

running high as their make way to Lake 

Washington or Elliot Bay. It will not be long as April 

is the normal switch to snow melt and run off. 

Please enjoy your next drink of H20. A shout out to 

God for providing us with enough good clean water 

would be welcome as well. 

For many months now, Pilgrim Firs has been 
operating as a quarantine center for people 
exposed to or infected with COVID-19. Wade 
Zick, Managing Director, sent this update and 
thank you for NPUCC’s support of the camp: 
 

“As we welcomed our 100th guest a few weeks 
back, we continue to be grateful for the many 
ways churches and individuals have helped us 
live into this ministry calling during this 
pandemic season. We had a family on site last 

https://earthministry.org/


week with 6-year-old and 10-year-old daughters. 
The dad had been on-site positive the week 
before and mom and daughters followed all 
positive with COVID as well. The space was 
healing and there was great joy watching them 
fish and play in the cold water of Lake Flora. The 
6-year-old was much like the campers who have 
filled this space for the past 65 years - so much 
energy, curiosity and even laughter in such a 
tough time. Our camps help make that kind of 
ministry happen – thank you for your prayers 
and support!”

Thank you so much to all who donated to Mary’s Place on February 7th. 

You are making a difference in the lives of many people in our community! 
 

 

Notes for April… 

❖ Bibles & Brews will not meet on 

Good Friday and will resume on 

Friday, April 16th. 
 

❖ The Enneagram group will return to 

Wednesday meetings, beginning on 

April 21st. 



 
 

 

March Birthdays 
Lee Weber 3/7 
Vicki Nichols 3/13 
Kevin Peterson 3/18 
Christine Storm 3/20 
Megan Cook 3/26 
Jim Gregg 3/26 
Erin Cook 3/28 

 
 

March Anniversary 
Joan and Dave Andresen 3/18 

 
 

If you don’t see your March birthday 
or anniversary on this list and 

would like to be included, 
please let Kirsten know at 

kirsten@npucc.org 
or 206-824-1770. 

 



 
 

 



 


