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“Look! I’m standing at the door and knocking. 
If any hear my voice and open the door, 

I will come in to be with them, 
and will have dinner with them, 

and they will have dinner with me.” 
~ Revelation 3:20 (CEB) 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As pastors tend to do, this summer I read a book: “How To Lead When I Don’t 

Know Where I Am Going” by Susan Beaumont. The good news, is I read it with 

other clergy that serve King County churches, all agreeing over zoom that such a 

book is made for the times we are living in. 

What does it mean to live and lead in an in between season? Good question. 

This liminal season—when we are the middle of something—we are aware the 

old ways of doing things have had to fall away and that the new has not totally 

arrived. This is our reality. Liminal, in Latin, means threshold or doorway. As a 

church, we are still standing in the doorway—looking back and also looking 

ahead. Just what comes next? 

I am so appreciative to all of you that have chosen to continue to stand in the 

doorway together. We are still waiting, still praying, still looking at what might be 

next, and wondering when the pandemic and this suffering will end. When, just 

when, can we get to the happily ever after? 

Richard Rohr reminded me, in an article on liminality, that it is in this space of “in 

between” that we are broken open by great love and great suffering. Liminal 

space is transitional space—we most notice it as that place where life and death 

meet. That place of knowing what it felt like when our first love ended. Or even 

that place where a new love breaks open in the form of a furry companion who 

still needs to be potty trained. 

Who doesn’t love a puppy and who isn’t exhausted in the potty training? 

It is true, as your pastor, I would love for us to have all the puppies and none of 

the work of the potty training. But life doesn’t work like that does it? I would 

love for us all to be in happily ever after mode instead of facing a fall of online 

school for students and teachers, online church, quick trips to the store and 

physically distant interactions with friends and loved ones. 

And yet there is still good news: Christ is in the doorway with us. Christ beckons 

us to invite him in and stay a while. So even though we are in a season of 

mailto:kirsten@npucc.org


liminality and training for whatever comes next, Christ is here with us. We are not alone. We belong to Christ’s 

family in kin-dom of God. 

And here is other good news: our music director, Kevin, is back in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings so that 

we can get a glimpse of our worship space. Our worship committee will be hatching up some creative ideas for 

this fall and for Advent. Our new moderator, Vicki, is ready to lead us and lead us well (she has the book I 

mentioned above too! We will utilize it as it has great ideas for encouraging our mission and vision of church 

together). 

This fall will be full of opportunities for engagement, this Towline is full of what is being offered next. And here 

are four things I am inviting you to engage in: 

1) The White Fragility Book study “Why it is so hard for white people to talk about racism” which will be 

co-facilitated by me and Kirsten Pangelinan. 

2) A get out the vote initiative for the Tech Levy for the Highline School District. Students and teachers in 

our district really need this levy to pass so that learning time can be more equitable for all in the 

district. We will be partnering with the Ecumenical Leadership Circle on this. 

3) Bible and Brews: study of the Gospel of Mark—dive deeper with Shannon Thomas as we engage the 

Gospel of Mark together. 

4) A new year of Enneagram study with new curriculum by Suzanne Stabile. 

And, of course, we will have more door dashes, more donation days and other ways to connect with each 

other as the year continues. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Amy 

 

On Saturday, August 15th ten people from NPUCC participated in a beach 
clean up at Seahurst Beach Park, logging all of the trash and recycling they 
collected in the CleanSwell app of the Ocean Conservancy organization. 
Several hundred items were taken off the beach, keeping plastic and other 
garbage out of the food chain. Some of the odd things found were a 
washcloth and plastic netting. Hopefully we’ll make this a regular project! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 

Calendar of Events 

 
 
 

 
ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing 
these events will be shared via email: 
 

• Sunday Worship Services, 10:00 am 

• Worship Committee meeting, Friday, September 11, 11:00 am 

• Church Council meeting, Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 pm 

• Parish Care Committee meeting, Wednesday September 16, 2:00 pm 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study, Friday, September 18, 7:00 pm 

• White Fragility Book study, Tuesday, September 22, 2:00 pm 
 
 
 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online or been 
suspended for the foreseeable future. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. Church Council is following guidelines 
from the state of Washington, King County Department of Health and our Pacific 
Northwest Conference of the UCC. 



The next Bibles & Brews 

study series will be the 

book of Mark using 

Conversations with 

Scripture - The Gospel of 

Mark by Marcus J. Borg. 

The first meet up will be 

on Friday, September 18 

at 7 pm on Zoom and 

we'll plan to meet every 

two weeks after that. If 

you need help ordering 

the book, please contact Lynn. 
 

Most Christians are familiar with the story told in 

Mark's gospel, from the fishermen leaving their 

nets, to the miracle of the loaves and fishes, to 

the political rumblings and the crucifixion. But no 

one knows who Mark really was or why this 

gospel was written or why it's charged with such a 

sense of immediacy. For noted Jesus scholar 

Marcus Borg, reading Mark is like meeting Jesus 

again for the first time.  

 

Written in accessible language and sensitive to 

those who have little or no experience in reading 

the Bible, the book focuses on exploring the 

historical and critical background, plus modern 

application of the texts. 
 

Our next book study will be 
White Fragility: Why It’s So 
Hard for White People to 
Talk About Racism by 
Robin DiAngelo. The first 
discussion will be held on 
Tuesday, September 22nd, 
2:00 pm on Zoom. If you 
are interested in 
participating, please let 
either Pastor Amy or 
Kirsten know and we’ll add 

you to the list. If you need help ordering the book, 
please contact Lynn or Kirsten. We will be ordering 
from black-owned bookstores. 
 
This New York Times best-selling book explores 
the counterproductive reactions white people have 
when their assumptions about race are challenged, 
and how these reactions maintain racial inequality. 
 
In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” 
(Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator DiAngelo 
deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility 

and “allows us to understand racism as a practice 
not restricted to ‘bad people’” (Claudia Rankine). 
Referring to the defensive moves that white people 
make when challenged racially, white fragility is 
characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and 
guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and 
silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to 
reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any 
meaningful cross-racial dialogue. In this in-depth 
exploration, DiAngelo examines how white fragility 
develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what 
we can do to engage more constructively. 

 
Pastor Amy is 
planning a new 
enneagram study 
series for the fall. The 
program will consist 
of DVDs, workbooks 
and a Zoom 
discussion group. The 
Enneagram Journey 
by noted enneagram 
scholar, Suzanne 
Stabile, focuses on 
exploration, growth 
and transformation. 

All are welcome to join the study group, whether 
you participated in the last one or if this is your 
first time learning about the enneagram. If you are 
interested, please let Pastor Amy, Lynn or Kirsten 
know and Pastor Amy will survey the group to 
determine the best day/time for Zoom gatherings 
based on participant input. 
 

 
Introducing an all-new and expanded 

Walk for 2020 
Every year people from all walks of life have 
laced up their walking shoes and made the easy 
two-mile walk around downtown Burien to 
benefit the homeless women in our community.  
It was great fun as we marched together, holding 
our signs up high for all to see.  But this year, 
because of Covid-19, the Hospitality House Walk 
for the Women will look a little different. 



• Instead of one day, we’ll practice social 
distancing by extending the event to three 
full days…the weekend of September 11-
13. You choose the day you wish to 
participate. 

• You can also choose the way you want to 
be On the Move for Homeless Women: 

 

WALK AROUND THE BLOCK OR 
AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
Lace up your walking shoes and set 
your own path. Alone, with the kids or 
with your best friend. 
 

TAKE A HIKE  
Grab your walking stick, pack some 
protein bars and head for the hills. 
The park. Or the beach. You decide. 
 

RUN FOR THE MONEY 
Ramp things up and run a few miles 
for the homeless. Good for your 
physical health, good for the fiscal 
health of Hospitality House. 
 

SADDLE UP 
Breathe in the crisp fall air as you 
zoom along your favorite bike route. 
Maybe also support a local restaurant 
en route by picking up lunch to go. 
 

Join us your way, your day! 
Just cross the finish line by 

Sunday, September 13 at 8pm. 
Please contact Alice for more details. 

 

“The Green Door” 
“Creation teaches 

us about the 
things of God” 
by Jill Tiffany 

But ask the beasts, and 
they will teach you; 
And the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you; 
Or speak to the earth, 
and it will teach you; 
And the fish of the sea 
will explain to you. ~ 
Job 12:7-8 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to list all the things we as 
a congregation do or have done to care for our 
earth, seas, peoples, and heavens? In this area of 
the world I imagine that list to be extremely long. I 
also know that even with all that we do as 
individuals and as a church we all know there is 
way more to do. The choices and actions are 
sometimes overwhelming and maybe even 
confusing. I know even with all I do I still feel like I 
am making a very tiny impact or change. But we 
know God is calling us to do more and to go BIG! 
 

If you are still listening, being educated and 
learning about the things of God; the words the 
earth speaks and the fish explain about 
environmental justice, conservation and restoring 
and keeping pristine all of creation; I would love to 
suggest you check out the following group as just 
one more way and one more thing to do. (smile!) 
Just one BIG way to love God for creating the 
universe, creating the earth for life and all 
creatures to enjoy as we care for ALL that is 
preciously created out of perfect LOVE!  
Knock on this green door: Washington 
Conservation Voters: The Political voice for the 
environment: https://wcvoters.org (Also on 
Facebook and Twitter) 
 

If you scroll along below the top banner of the web 
page you can stop and read, “about us”, Racial and 
Environmental Justice, see under “our work” 
victories and Campaigns or the Score Card for WA. 
Senate, House and bill descriptions. If you look 
under “get involved” Take Action you can read 
more on Evergreen Future: A vision toward an 
equitable and just future for all; you can click on 
sign the Pledge to show you support the Evergreen 
Future campaign and platform and then ask your 
local leaders to sign. Or register to attend a virtual 
event like 2020 virtual Breakfast of Champions and 
hear from Reverend Lennox Yearwood. Jr., a 
national leader within the Green Movement. Stay 
safe and go Green! 
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BOOKMARKS & LANDMARKS SERIES  

GOES VIRTUAL THIS YEAR 
   The struggles that different groups of Americans 
have undertaken in order to win the right to vote will 
be the subject of three programs in the annual 
Bookmarks & Landmarks series, which will be 
conducted entirely online this fall. 
   A collaboration between the King County Library 
System and member organizations of 
SoCoCulture.org, Bookmarks & Landmarks kicks 
off its 2020 season with a program hosted by the 
Greater Kent Historical Society and the Kent Black 
Action Commission on September 12. 
   If you’d like to take part in this first program, 
please read any or all of Congressman John 
Lewis’s award-winning trilogy of graphic novels 
(March 1, March 2 and March 3) ahead of time. 
These “comics with a conscience” tell how Lewis, 

as a young man, worked alongside Dr. Martin 
Luther King and others to secure voting rights for 
Black Americans during the Civil Rights movement 
in the 1950s and 1960s. These books are available 
for checkout through KCLS online. 
   Also ahead of time, you can visit the Kent 
Historical Museum website at 
http://kenthistoricalmuseum.org/ or the Kent Black 
Action Commission website at 
https://kentblackactioncommission.org/ to view 
videotaped interviews with Kent City 
Councilmembers Brenda Fincher and  Bill Boyce, 
Kent School Board Director Denise Daniels, and 
47th District state legislator Rep. Debra Entenman 
to hear their stories of how they got involved in 
politics. 
   Then join the book discussion, which will take 
place via Zoom on Saturday, September 12, 11 
AM.  To participate in this free program, please 
register in advance at 
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5f3563c88c
81ad4500513187 
   The second program happens on September 26, 
11 AM, when the conversation shifts to women’s 
voting rights in a Zoom program that will be co-
hosted by the Neely Mansion Association. Read 
Women’s Votes, Women’s Voices ahead of time - 
this book shows how Washington women were 
trailblazers in securing the right for women to vote. 
Then the book’s author, Shanna Stevenson, will 
join the conversation on September 26 to talk about 
her research for the book and to entertain readers’ 
questions.  
   The final program in the Bookmarks & Landmarks 
series will take place on October 17, 2 PM. Ahead 
of time, check out and read The Challenge of a 
Latino Immigrant in the Trump Era, by Univision 
news anchor Jorge Ramos. This program will 
discuss barriers that immigrants and naturalized 
citizens face in America’s political arena. You can 
also view online content developed by the SeaMar 
Museum of Chicano/a/Latino/a Culture at 
https://seamarmuseum.squarespace.com/.  
   All of the books in this series are available for 
checkout through KCLS. Bookmarks & Landmarks 
programs are free, but advance registration is 
required online at kcls.org or call your local library. 
All registrants will receive a link to the online 
program.  
   To learn more about all of these programs visit 
sococulture.org/calendar/ or e-mail 
info@sococulture.org  
   This project was supported, in part, by 
4Culture/King County Lodging Tax. 
 

 

“And the Rain came” 
A poem by Georgette Valle 

 

The rain was light but the plants loved it. 

The plants lifted their face to the sky. 

Rain, wet, but in small drops of a bit. 

The plants had a warm summer sky. 

Folk near the plants could see the need for water. 

In deed even the groundcover strawberries were 

thirsty. 

The tree branches help protect the flowers and 

bushes. 

No one is singing rain, rain go away, come again 

another day. 

Dark days whisper heavy sighs of water. 

But now the sun is showing it’s force. 

We can remember our manners and say grace. 

To thank for the rain is polite and not much 

stress. 

The harvest in fruit and vegetables and all are 

appreciated by the tongue and self. 

All may not be tasted color but for it’s food help. 

As we tasted the last of the best of the last and 

the rains come again. 
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https://kentblackactioncommission.org/
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https://sococulture.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86383c1fecfc0d561fbe28266&id=8e95645050&e=2a4a00b138
https://seamarmuseum.squarespace.com/
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September Birthdays 
Dave Andresen 9/10 
Bob George 9/10 

Naomi Thomas 9/20 

Nancy Allen 9/26 

Dominic Pangelinan 9/27 
 
 

September Anniversaries 
Malinda and Jim Vaughan 9/8 

Nancy and Steve Allen 9/29 

Cathy and Peter Barton 9/30 
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your September birthday or anniversary 
on this list and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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