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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

In this Easter Season, I am returning to a practice of gratitude, of 

naming specific things, situations, and people that I am grateful for as 

we slowly emerge from this pandemic. A gratitude practice can be 

helpful at any time, and I am leaning into it now more than ever. I think 

we can all agree this has been a long slog, we are all just trying to the 

best we can. And we still live with some measure of uncertainty as to 

what the future will bring. 

So, what am I grateful for? Decaf iced lattes with coconut milk, the 

rhodies that are blooming in my yard, and the sound of frog ribbits I 

hear on evening walks. I am grateful for the opportunity to celebrate 

the well lived life of Leo last Sunday. I am grateful for the upcoming 

chance to walk with CROP walkers this coming Sunday. I am grateful for 

our continued donation drop off days (which is Sunday, May 2 also!) 

and for all the work that is being done in the church basement to ready 

the space for the Normandy Park Preschool. 

I am also grateful that we our worship committee and re-opening task 

force continue to have thoughtful conversations about when it is we 

will re-open for in-person worship. As your pastor, I have decided that 

May will be the month we get our technological house in order—and 

the good news is we are nearly there. Kevin and I have some practicing 

to do in the sanctuary, to be ready for our hoped for goal of meeting in 

person (for those who feel comfortable) in June. We plan to have a 

hybrid model, where folks can join us by zoom or in person. We will 

have a sign-up sheet and some other protocols to follow. It won’t be 

like before times, but it will be something. And don’t be surprised if I 

lean into outdoor worship whenever we can this summer. In our June 

Towline we will outline more definitive plans, Lord willing, and the 

creek don’t rise.  

All in all, I am grateful for flexibility and knowing that we have zoom, we 

have our building, and we have each other.  

How does that saying go? Blessed are the flexible for they will not be 

bent out of shape. May we all stay flexible as we make our slow return 

to a new normal.  

Peace, Pastor Amy 
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May Calendar of Events 
 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

• CROP Walk Donation Drive-Through: Sunday, May 2, 11:30 am 

• Worship Committee meeting: Wednesday, May 5, 10:00 am 

• Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Friday, May 7, 7:00 pm 

• Native Book Study: Tuesdays, May 11 and 25, 2:00 pm 

• Church Council meeting: Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 pm 

• Parish Care and Outreach Committee meeting: Wednesday, May 12, 2:00 pm 

• Guest Preacher ~ Steve Kuntz: Sunday, May 23, 10:00 am 

• Enneagram study group: Tuesday, May 26, 4:00 pm 

• Guest Preacher ~ Hannah Johnsrud: Sunday, May 30, 10:00 am 
 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online 
or been suspended for the foreseeable future. If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. 

Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from the state of Washington, 
King County Department of Health and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC. 



 
Drive-Through Donation at NPUCC 

on May 2nd for CWS/CROP Hunger Walk 
The NPUCC Team is participating in the 2021 
Des Moines/Highline CROP Hunger Walk to 
support Church World Service (CWS) and help 
families who are struggling with hunger. 
 

Because of the pandemic the walk itself will be 
virtual. Our NPUCC Team will walk as 
individuals around our own neighborhoods or 
in pairs (masked and spaced) on our church 
property and down 1st Ave S. 
 
We are so grateful to Lynn who set up our 
church web site. Please register to walk & 
donate at 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/tea
m/normandy-park-ucc. You will notice that we 
already have over $1,000 in donations. Last 
year was a record year: $4,050 from NPUCC! 
 

Checks made out to CWS/CROP may be 
mailed to the church or given to Lynn or Alice. 
 

To make it easier for you to donate we will 
have a Drive-Through donation event after 
church on Sunday, May 2nd. Lynn will be there 
to collect your check made out to CWS/CROP 
(or NPUCC earmarked CWS/CROP if you want 
Lynn to credit your donation on your church 
statement). 
 

Walkers signed up so far include Lynn, Alice, 
Connie, and Dorine. Lynn and Alice are happy 
to help you with your online registration or any 
questions you might have. 
 

NPUCC has participated in CROP Walks for 
the past 32 years! CWS is grateful for your 
commitment in serving others here and 

globally. The Covid pandemic has made food 
insecurity spike all over. The world is counting 
on you again! 
 

Thank you for your support! 
Alice & Lynn for the Des Moines/Highline 
CROP Hunger Walk 
 

“The Green Door” 
DOING YOUR SPRING 

CLEANING? 
…and have recyclables 
that your regular 
company doesn’t pick 
up? Try Styro Recyle in 
downtown Kent (23418 

68th Ave S; Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am - 5pm; not 
open on weekends or major holidays; no 
after hour drop offs). They take just about 
everything that you can think of: all sorts of 
plastic and bags, “clean” Styrofoam (take 
off all labels) including peanuts, take-out 
and cup-a-noodles containers, clear bubble 
wrap, and even those Amazon plastic 
bubble wrap bags (not the paper ones with 
bubble wrap glued inside). If you can’t re-
use, please re-cycle! Don’t put it in your 
garbage! Give Lynn a call and she’ll pick up. 
Help keep our planet GREEN! For more 
information, please visit: 
http://www.styrorecycle.com/ 

http://www.styrorecycle.com/


BIBLE & BREWS 
We will finish up our 
study of The Gospel of 
Mark on Friday, May 7 at 
7 pm via Zoom. Although 
we usually meet twice a 
month, we will not meet 
again until June when 
we start our next study 
book: Short Stories by 
Jesus: The Enigmatic 

Parables of a Controversial Rabbi by Amy-Jill 
Levine. Contact Lynn to order a new or used 
book. 
 

“The renowned biblical scholar, author of The 
Misunderstood Jew and general editor for The 
Jewish Annotated New Testament, interweaves 
history and spiritual analysis to explore Jesus' 
most popular teaching parables, exposing their 
misinterpretations and making them lively and 
relevant for modern readers. Jesus was a 
skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who 
used parables from everyday life to effectively 
convey his message and meaning. Life in first-
century Palestine was very different from our 
world today, and many traditional 
interpretations of Jesus' stories ignore this 
disparity and have often allowed anti-Semitism 
and misogyny to color their perspectives. In 
this wise, entertaining, and educational book, 
Amy-Jill Levine offers a fresh, timely 
reinterpretation of Jesus' narratives.” 
 

TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON  
BOOK STUDY 

Our next afternoon 
book study will be using 
Native: Identity, 
Belonging, and 
Rediscovering God by 
Kaitlin B. Curtice. 

“Native is about identity, soul-searching, and 

the never-ending journey of finding ourselves 
and finding God. As both a citizen of the 
Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Kaitlin 
Curtice offers a unique perspective on these 
topics. In this book, she shows how 
reconnecting with her Potawatomi identity 
both informs and challenges her faith.” We 
will be meeting up via Zoom on Tuesday 
afternoons at 2 pm on May 11 & 25, June 8 & 
22, and July 13. To order a new or used book, 
contact Lynn. 
 

Additionally, Pastor Amy found a FREE 
Eventbrite 1-hour event – “Lessons From 
Native with Kaitlin Curtice”. What a great 
addition to our book study! Click on this link 
to register: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-from-
native-with-kaitlin-curtice-tickets-
150604300517?keep_tld=1  
 

It’s on Tuesday, May 11 from 4 – 5 PM PDT, 
just a few hours after our first meeting. 
 

“Join Kaitlin Curtice, Asha Frost, Joél Leon, 
and Barbara Brown Taylor as they discuss 10 
lessons from Native: Identity, Belonging, and 
Rediscovering God. Topics include Indigenous 
spirituality, whiteness, decolonizing faith, and 
our common connections to the Earth.” 

 
THE ENNEAGRAM 
JOURNEY WITH 
SUZANNE STABILE 
If you haven’t picked it 
up yet, Milestone 8 DVD 
–“Seeking Balance: 
Elevating Your 

Repressed Center” – is available in the 
church office. Contact Kirsten to arrange 
pickup. We will be meeting next on 
Wednesday, May 26th at 4 pm. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-from-native-with-kaitlin-curtice-tickets-150604300517?keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-from-native-with-kaitlin-curtice-tickets-150604300517?keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-from-native-with-kaitlin-curtice-tickets-150604300517?keep_tld=1


 
 

 
 
             Care 

             Share 

             Repair 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Facilities Projects 
Our beautiful 60 year old building is in need of 
vital repairs and a facelift. This summer the 
Sanctuary section of our building will be both 
reroofed and painted. Thanks so much to the 
Facilities Committee for their hard work in 
getting multiple bids and scheduling the 
contractors: 
 

Sound Roofing 

$38,600 plus tax 
 

JVR Painting 

$15,535 plus tax 
 

If you would like to contribute to these projects, 
please include “Care, Share, Repair” in the 
memo line of your check or via the Donate 
button on our website: www.npucc.org. Your 
faithfulness to the upkeep of our sacred space 
is much appreciated! 
 

 

Directory Update 
Kirsten is working on updating our church 

directory and will have it ready for distribution 

in June. If you have any changes (that you 

haven’t already shared with her), please send 

them by email: kirsten@npucc.org  

or phone: 206-824-1770. Thank you! 
 

 

The General Synod of the 
national United Church of 
Christ will be held July 16-20. 
For more information, please 
contact either Pastor Amy or 
Kevin Peterson. 

 

Liberation UCC is hosting an informational 
workshop and discussion about transgender 
issues on May 1st at 11:00 am. Please use the 
following zoom link to attend: 
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F
%2Fbit.ly%2F3sQLT1r%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2P-
3IwXeLCzvbnB2avqY6x1_pFtpXVHGwd6g6K9M
rp-
luYRa0HxOtodXM&h=AT3bx9Q6L9cfRkAj98XGK
nyI20PPIiZ_MZnJM7udYViwg1ISX40d2LvxGgQw
nNSqiwNfe3F-Vh3C2tzt3XOwfZNthBzD-
Y6oaoNmaRok6fxD1oP6lcWevJfk9MI7ihLsQqvz
hw 
 
Also, feel free to invite more people through 
this Facebook event page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/766730230
881211/?ref=110 
 
The flyer is on the following page. 

REMINDERS 

On Sunday, May 9th, Mother’s Day, 

wear a hat! All genders and all styles 

welcomed and encouraged. 

On Sunday, May 23rd, Pentecost, 

wear RED! 

http://www.npucc.org/
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May Birthdays 
Mack Van Wyk 5/2 

Yoko Sakai 5/5 
Belinda Allender 5/16 
Megan Sheppard 5/21 
Madison Forhan 5/22 
Joan Andresen 5/23 
Nancy Barrie 5/25 

Janet Watkins 5/25 
Dawn Elwell 5/26 

Jill Erickson-Keeney 5/29 
Luka Pangelinan 5/30 

May Anniversary 
Yoko and Tomio Sakai 5/7 

 

If you don’t see your May birthday or anniversary 
on this list and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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