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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Lay Leader: Lee L. 
Usher: Connie C. 

 

Pledge Sunday 
November 14, 2021 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
God is waiting for us here 

To welcome us 

Christ is here to show us the path of life 

To love us 

The Holy Spirit is here to hear our prayers 

To be present with us always 

Come let us worship God! 
 

SONG ~ “All Are Welcome” (verses 1, 2, 4, and 5) 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT 
Litany for Veterans by Rev. Robb McCoy 

 

God of love, peace and justice, it is your will for the world that we may 
live together in peace. You have promised through the prophet Isaiah 
that one day the swords will be beaten into ploughshares. Yet we live in a 
broken world, and there are times that war seems inevitable. Let us 
recognize with humility and sadness the tragic loss of life that comes in 
war. Even so, as we gather here free from persecution, we may give 
thanks for those that have served with courage and honor. We honor 
those that are in our presence that are either in active duty or reserve 
duty, and the fathers, mothers, siblings, spouses and grandparents of 
those that are currently serving. 
 

God, we praise you for those that are willing to serve. Let all Soldiers, 
Marines, Sailors, Air Force and Coast Guards people serve with honor, 
pride, and compassion. Do not let their hearts be hardened by the 
actions they must take. Strengthen their families. Keep them 
surrounded in your love and peace. 
 

We honor those that are in our presence that have served in the military 
in the past. 
 

God, we share our gratitude for those that have served in the military. 
We thank you for those that put the welfare of others ahead of their 
own safety. Let us be inspired by their self-sacrifice in service to those 
who needed protection. 
 

We honor those that are in our presence who have lost a loved one in 
war. 
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God, we ask that you comfort those that still feel the pain of their loss. 
Keep us mindful that you have promised to comfort those that mourn. 
 

We honor those who have gathered in your name in safety because of 
the sacrifices of others. 
 

God, let us never take for granted our freedoms. Let us continue the 
work of liberation for all peoples. Let us honor those who have served 
by working for peace. Let us never let us never let go of your promise of 
peace. 
 

SONG ~ “This Is My Song” 
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LITANY OF CONFESSION 

The church year begins with Advent’s hope, the coming of Christ and the 

reign of God. The last liturgical season, Pentecost, is a time to grow 

spiritually and faithfully. Today, we are almost at the end of the church 

year. Despite our labors, individually and collectively, Advent’s hope 

remains far away. Let us take this time to confess our sins of omission 

and commission that keeps afar that day when the sound of weeping 

across the land will be no more. 

Despite our best efforts, O God, 
We have not always lived as we should. 
Our own short-sightedness and impatience 
Have led us to make choices based upon our immediate needs 
Over your desires. 
Forgive us for our selfish ways. 

Many of the challenges we have faced have evoked fear in us. 
We have let these fears at times overwhelm our faith and trust in you. 
Forgive us for our lack of faith in you. 

We know you created this world with enough for everyone. 
Yet, in this land of plenty, people know deprivation. 
Forgive us that we have not done enough 
To sustain and support the sacredness of the common good. 

Let us take this time to pray silently for God’s forgiveness of our sins… 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
A cord of love binds us to God. 
God will not allow us to enter Sheol or to see the Pit. 
We are forgiven and saved by God’s love for us. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SUNG RESPONSE ~ “Eagle’s Wings” 

 
 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 

Psalm 16 5-11 (NRSV) 
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
    you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the LORD always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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Mark 13:1-8 (NRSV) 
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked 
him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here 
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, 
and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one 
leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they 
will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not 
be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 
beginning of the birth pangs. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

SONG ~ “You Are Mine” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

• Barbara G. 

• Belinda A. 

• Diane, Malinda and Jim’s 
daughter 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• Drew C. 

• Eileen A. 

• Jim K., Lynn’s brother 

• Jon C. 

• MJ, Mark H.’s friend 

• Paula, Nancy’s friend 

• Steve, Debbie’s father 

• Trudy, Val’s friend 

• Yoko S. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ Trans Day of Remembrance 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE ~ Pledge Sunday 
 

 

 



11 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ~ “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us. 
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We return a portion of what we have received from you, O God, 
In gratitude for all that you have bestowed upon us. 
Bless these pledges. 
Grant that they may continue to sustain and support 
The ministries of this church to bring the light of Christ 
Into this community and the world beyond. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “Wherever You Go” 
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Worship credits: 

Reflection © 2021 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

Litany for Veterans by Rev. Robb McCoy: https://fatpastor.me/2009/11/08/veterans-day/ 

Main Liturgy, except for words of gathering, adapted from The New and 
Living Way of Christ: Service Prayer for the 25th Sunday after the 
Pentecost, written by the Rev. Quentin Chin, member of Church on the Hill 
in Lenox, MA. © 2021 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 

700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt 
this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

“All Are Welcome” by Marty Haugen. © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“On Eagle’s Wings” by Michael Joncas. © 1979 OCP. 

“This is My Song” by Lloyd Stone, George Harkness, and Jean Sibelius. © 1964 Lorenz 
Publishing Company. 

“You Are Mine” by David Haas. © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“For the Fruit of All Creation” by Fred Pratt Green. © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. 

“Wherever You Go” by Barbara Hamm. © 2006 Hope Publishing Company. 

For songs above, permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-731132. All rights reserved. 
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