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Creation Series: ‘All the trees of the forest sing for joy’ ~ Psalm 96:12 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME 

SINGING BOWL 

SONG ~ “This is the Day” (verses 1 and 3) 
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WORDS OF GATHERING 
We envision the forest and the trees 
Surrounding our homes worshiping with us:  
The resolute cedar, the broadleaf maple, 
The Douglas fir and apple tree. 
Western white pines, hemlock and Sitka spruce, 
Tall timber where squirrels and lichen find their home 
We imagine the song of the forests near Mt. Rainier, 
In the Cascade Range and Olympic Peninsula— 
We join with the fauna of the forest in praising God. 
Rich sounds of green tree frogs and timid moths, 
Ancient owls and swirling bats, pileated woodpeckers 
And the squabble of the recently returned wolverine. 
Chipmunks calls and raven play, marmots and butterflies! 
We celebrate the song of the forest, the living lungs of our planet. 
Thank you, God, for this good creation. 
Let us worship our Holy God! 
 

SONG ~ “De Colores” (verses 1 and 2 in English) 
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OPENING PRAYER 
Holy and beloved God, 
we celebrate in the beauty of your creation. 
Remind us each day to thank you. 
For the air to breathe, thank you Lord. 
For the water to drink, thank you Lord. 
For the rich bounty from our vegetable gardens and local farms, 
Thank you, Lord. 
For shelter and warmth, thank you Lord. 
For beauty and delight, thank you Lord. 
We thank you Lord for your abundant creation that surrounds us, 
Remind us to delight in it and in you, even when life is hard. Amen. 
 

SONG ~ “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 

Psalm 96:11-13 (NIV made inclusive) 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for God comes, 
    God comes to judge the earth. 
God will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

Romans 13:9b-12 NRSV 

[All of the commandments] are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor, therefore love 
is the fulfillment of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it 
is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 
near. Let us then lay aside the words of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 

 

REFLECTION 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Let us give thanks to God— 

Creator of all that is, Christ who calls us to wholeness, Spirit that 

advocates and blows where she will. Thank you, God! 

We thank you for everything—A long time ago, you decided to start 

something new. Out of that newness came all that exists. Out of that 

newness came the stars in the sky, the planets and moons. The water, 
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the air, and life! Here in this place, on this planet, you created life that 

took many shapes. Single celled creatures that became many celled 

creatures. Many celled creatures that became plants and trees, became 

animals, became us. Throughout our history, we human beings have tried 

to understand how we came to be, and why we came to be—and how to 

be in relationship with all of creation—and with each other. 

Throughout our history, we human beings, have tried to understand how 

all things came to be, and why we came to be, and how to be in 

relationship with you. 

Sometimes we have not done a good job of listening. 

Sometimes we have not done a good job of loving. 

Sometimes we have not done a good job of being in relationship with 

you, with what you have created, or with each other. 

Forgive us O God. We ask for your help.  

Open our ears, our eyes, our hearts, and our minds—so that we might 

listen to your call, so that we might hear the needs of what you have 

created, so that we might speak those needs and live your love—always 

seeking a just world for all for your people and your planet. 

When our ancestors made mistakes, you sent them guides to help them 

on their way—priests and prophets, teachers and healers, grandmothers 

and grandfathers, aunties and uncles, who called people back to your 

love. 

And in Jesus the Christ, you were with us and remain with us, to teach us, 

to love us, to save us from ourselves. Thanks be to God! 

Jesus laughed with those who laughed and cried with those who cried. He 

understood what it meant to be part of your creation. He taught us 
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stories of seeds and sowers, of bushes and birds; in his love, he called us 

back into relationship with you. And so we pray the words he have to all 

of his disciples, with all the love a mother can give, with all the love a 

father can give saying… 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

On that night of the last supper, Jesus gathered with his friends. He took 

a loaf of bread and gave thanks to you, saying “Blessed are you, Lord God 

of the Universe who brings forth grain from the earth.” He took the 

bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying “take this, all of you, 

and eat it. This is my body given for you. Each time you eat it, remember 

me.” He also took a cup full of wine and gave thanks. He took the cup and 

gave it to his disciples saying “take this, all of you and drink it. This is my 

forever promise to you and to everyone. Each time you drink, remember 

me.” 
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Let us pray: 

Blessed are you O Holy God. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon 

our individual breads and cups, that they and we, might be the body of 

Christ. By being made one in this body, may we embody the change that 

brings healing and wholeness into the world. Amen. 

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

You are invited to eat your bread and drink of the cup saying  

“this is Christ’s body, broken for me” and “this is the cup of the new 

covenant.” 

SONG ~ “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Leo A. 
Bill, Judy J.’s friend 
Rod B. 
Kathy D., Nancy and Steve A.’s friend 
Jon, John H.’s son 
Lyle and Sandy, Debbie M-C.’s aunt and uncle 
The family and friends of Flo N. 
Yoko S. 
C.B., his sister, and their family 
Vern S. and his brother 
Kris V. 
Mack V. 
Val V.’s mother and cousin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen! 
 

BLESSING 
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SONG ~ “If I Had a Hammer” 

1)If I had a hammer 
I'd hammer in the morning 
I'd hammer in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd hammer out danger 
I'd hammer out a warning 
I'd hammer out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
2)If I had a bell 
I'd ring it in the morning 
I'd ring it in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd ring out danger 
I'd ring out a warning 
I'd ring out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 

 

3)If I had a song 
I'd sing it in the morning 
I'd sing it in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd sing out danger 
I'd sing out a warning 
I'd sing out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 

4)Well, I've got a hammer 
And I've got a bell 
And I've got a song to sing 
All over this land 
It's the hammer of justice 
It's the bell of freedom 
It's a song about love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 

COFFEE HOUR 

Liturgy written by Rev. Amy Hitchens with inspiration from Creation Series Australian Version and “Bare Feet 
and Buttercups: Resources for Ordinary Time” by Ruth Burgess. 
 

Communion Liturgy adapted from: Rev. Richard Bott for use during the Season of Creation 
nbssmalltown.wordpress.com. 


