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“But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 

is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” 

~ 2 Peter 3:8 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

First some housekeeping!       

I hope you all have had time 

to take a look at your Advent 

kits and have put a simple 

candle “wreath” or display 

together for home practice 

and worship this season. Each 

Sunday of Advent we will be 

lighting our candles at home during worship. Within your kit is also a 

Christmas candle or three (depending on the size of your household) 

to save for Christmas Eve. If you need votive holders for your candles 

or need an extra white Christmas candle for Christmas Eve, just call 

the church office and Kirsten can get you set up. 

Because Advent and Christmastide will look so different this year, I 

really hope that you will embrace some home rituals and practices to 

get you through these shorter days and longer nights. Please be sure 

to look at our calendar of events this month as our church continues 

to host Bible study, a book study, enneagram work, cookie baking 

and even a pageant—all on zoom. 

So, no matter how fast or slow this Advent season will go for us, I 

invite you to investigate what a home Advent practice looks like for 

you. I invite you to ask these questions—what gives you eternal 

hope, what brings peace, what offers joy, what inspires love? 

Emmanuel, God with us, keeps pace with us as we make our way 

toward Christmas and beckons us to draw near. 

In Peace and in Hope, 

Pastor Amy 
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December Calendar of Events 

 
 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

• NO Parish Care Committee meeting this month 

• White Fragility study group: Tuesday, December 8, 2:00 pm 

• Church Council meeting: Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 pm 

• Worship Committee meeting: Friday, December 11, 11:00 am 

• Zoom Cookie Baking: Friday, December 11, 7:00 pm 

• Cookie Drop-off: Saturday, December 12, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 

• Cookie Exchange: Sunday, December 13, 11:30 am 

• Warm Clothing Drop-off: Sunday, December 13, 11:30 am 

• Enneagram study group: Wednesday, December 16, 4:30 pm 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study: Friday, December 18, 7:00 pm 

• Zoom Christmas Pageant: Sunday, December 20, 10:00 am 

• Zoom Christmas Eve Service: Thursday, December 24, 7:00 pm 
 

 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have 
moved online or been suspended for the foreseeable future. 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. Church Council 

is following guidelines for reopening from the state of 
Washington, King County Department of Health and our 

Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC. 
 

 
  



Mary’s Place 
Giving Tree 

 

Because of COVID, 
NPUCC will be 
supporting a Mary’s 
Place Giving Tree 
differently this year. 
Visit our church 
courtyard and pick a 
tag off the Christmas 
Tree painted on the 
window of the Fireside 
Room – 15 grocery 

vouchers, 10 parent gifts, and 25 children gifts are 
available. If you get there and no tags remain, there 
will be a shopping list that you can buy from. 
 

You may purchase the gifts online yourself (details 
will be on each tag) with purchase shipped directly 
to Mary’s Place or write a check to NPUCC and 
we’ll do the shopping for you. 
 

Gifts must be received by Mary’s Place by 
December 11 so if folks want to give money and 
have us do the shopping, we’ll need checks written 
to NPUCC (with Mary’s Place on the memo line 
along with the tag itself) received at the church 
office by December 4 (or mailed directly to Lynn). If 
you have any questions, contact Lynn. 

 

Cookie Baking & Exchange 
On Friday, December 11th 

at 7 pm, please face your 

laptop, tablet, or cell phone 

camera towards your kitchen 

and join with other church 

members and friends for Zoom 

cookie baking while Pastor 

Amy plays us Christmas music. 

Package your home-baked goods in groups of four 

cookies each – all the same or mixed – but be sure 

to label if they have nuts. Drop off your cookies at 

church on Saturday, December 12th between 

12 noon and 2 pm. Bring as many cookies as you 

want. Any extras will be delivered to one of our 

outreach programs. Mystery cookie bags will be 

passed out after Zoom Worship on Sunday, 

December 13th beginning at 11:30 am at 

NPUCC. 

Warm Clothing Drive 
Sunday, December 13, 

11:30 am 
After Zoom Worship we 
ask that you drop off 
clothing for NPUCC’s 
annual warm clothing drive at church (and pick up 
some Christmas cookies at the same time!). This 
year we will be donating to REACH, which is part of 
Evergreen Treatment Services, an organization that 
is new to serving the homeless in Burien. REACH 
builds relations with people experiencing 
homelessness and connects them to the help that 
they need. They also partner with Transform 
Burien for services. They are asking for gently used 
or new warm clothing (men or women, but they 
mostly need men’s clothes at this time), jackets, 
sweatshirts, heavy flannel shirts and new socks and 
underwear. 
 

ZOOM Christmas Pageant 
On Sunday, December 20th 

we’ll have our first virtual 

Christmas Pageant during 

Zoom Worship at 10:00 am. 

There are many parts to play 

and Kirsten will be reaching 

out, asking you to participate. 

Thanks for thinking about how you might like to 

be involved and be sure to let your family and 

friends know they are welcome to join us as well. 
 

 

 

 
Please send your own photos of 

Christmas trees, Nativity scenes, 

winter nature scenes, etc. that we 

can use in our weekly Worship 

slideshows. Send to Kirsten at 

kirsten@npucc.org. Thanks! 
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Christmas Eve Service 
Our Christmas Eve 

Zoom service will begin 
at 7:00 pm on 

December 24th. Most of 
you received white 

Christmas candles in 
your door dash bag to 

be used during the 
service, but if you need 

more, please contact 
Kirsten in the church 

office to make 
arrangements to pick up 

more. We will also use 
the yellow Christmas 

song books that were 
distributed. 

 
 

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS ARE 

WELCOME! 
If you have family and friends looking for a place 
to celebrate the Advent and Christmas season, 
please invite them to join us! Feel free to share 
our Zoom invitation meeting ID and passcode 
(but not on social media). To keep our Zoom 
worship safe, we’d like to know the names of 
people ahead of time, but if that isn’t possible, 
just let them know they’ll need to use their full 
names on their screens. 

Thank you all for celebrating Mathias’ 
birthday during Zoom Worship! 

CWS BEST GIVING CATALOG 
Christmas will be different for most of us this 
year because of the pandemic but you still can 
purchase gifts for your friends and family from 
the CWS Best Gift catalog 
https://cwsbestgift.org/gifts/ in their honor. 

 

 

GIVING STATEMENTS 
Pledge giving statements were emailed or snail 
mailed near the end of November. If you didn’t 
get one, let Lynn know. Also, end-of-the-year 
giving statements to everyone will be sent out 
mid-January for income tax purposes. 
 

2021 PLEDGES 
Did you misplace your pledge card? That’s okay 
because you can submit your 2021 pledge in 
other ways: online at the NPUCC website 
https://www.npucc.org/donate or email, text, or 

call Lynn, Financial Secretary.       

Pastor Amy will have her annual break 

from December 25th through January 3rd 

and will not be available via phone, email 

or text. During that time, if you have 

church-related questions or issues, please 

contact Vicki Nichols, Moderator. If you 

have a Parish Care need, please contact 

Alice McGregor, Parish Care Committee 

chairperson. On Sunday, December 27th 

we will have our regular social time on 

Zoom beginning at 10 am and then a link 

will be shared to a UCC Pacific Northwest 

Conference worship service. Rev. Jim 

Spraker will be our guest preacher on 

Sunday, January 3rd. 

https://cwsbestgift.org/gifts/
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Madeleine has been working 
with Shannon to deliver meals 

to people in transitional 
housing. She could use large (1-

2 quart sized) plastic containers 
that don’t need to be returned. 
Some ideas: large yogurt 

containers, potato salad 
containers, old Tupperware. 

These can be dropped off at NPUCC on the back 
courtyard near the Narthex door. She can also use 
ham hocks to make soup and cupcakes are always 

welcome. Please give her a call to make 
arrangements to get those items to her. 
 

“The Green Door” 
The issue of climate change 
can feel overwhelming. But 
there are small things we can 
all do that contribute to the 
greater good. Consider… 

 
Unplugging 
Can you use energy more efficiently at home? 
Unplug items when they aren't in use, buy goods 
with high energy-efficient standards, and 
consider making the switch to renewable energy. 
All of these can help to help reduce your 
personal impact. Record your Acts of Green 
here: https://www.earthday.org/take-action-for-
education/. 
 

Traveling smarter 
Transportation is now the largest source of 
carbon emissions in the United States. No matter 
where you live, travel by car or airplane 
contributes heavily to our shared carbon 
footprint. Take public transit, biking, or walking 
when possible – it's good for your health, your 
wallet, and the planet. 
 

CRAFT STICK 

AND BUTTONS 

SNOWFLAKE 

CHRISTMAS 

ORNAMENT 
What you need: craft sticks, buttons, glue gun, 
twine or string for hanging. You can either go with 

natural wood craft sticks or get the pre-colored 
ones. You can match the button colors or make use 

all the colors of the rainbow. If you do choose 
natural wood, you can first paint the craft sticks 

and then let them dry completely. Lay your sticks 

onto a flat surface making a star shape. Glue them 
together with hot glue. Apply buttons onto your 
sticks. Start with a large one in the center and 

worked outwards from there. Use the low 
temperature glue gun to glue the buttons to the 
sticks. Cut a piece of twine or string and hot glue it 
to the back of your stick to hang. All done! 

Created to Care 

Normandy Park UCC and Friends 
Women’s Retreat 

 

On ZOOM, Friday and Saturday, 
January 15-16, 2021 

 

NPUCC Congregational Worship, 
Sunday, January 17th at 10 am 

 

We want and need the Women’s Retreat, as much 
as any time in the past. We find in community that 
we lift each other up, we laugh, we share, we grow. 
We deepen our faith and our relationships with God 
and each other. 
 

This year’s theme is “Created to Care”. As we 
care for ourselves, we better can care for each 
other, our families, our community, and our world. 
 

Here is the general run down: 
▪ Closer to the retreat dates, you will be sent 

one ZOOM link in an email that will work for 
the entire retreat. Just like going to church, 
you can tap on the link in your email and it 
will take you to whatever part of the retreat 
is happening at that time. You can come 
and go as fits your schedule. 

 

▪ Register by January 4th. There is a link here 
https://www.npucc.org/donate or you may 
mail it to NPUCC.

https://www.earthday.org/take-action-for-education/
https://www.earthday.org/take-action-for-education/
https://www.npucc.org/donate


▪ We will do a door dash with a retreat bag in time for the retreat. More details on that later. We could use 
additional volunteers to help us deliver retreat materials women who register. 

 

▪ Starting Friday night at 6 pm we will share a soup supper on ZOOM. (In your retreat bag you will find a 
variety of much-loved soup recipes, if you would like to try making one of those ahead of time). BYO 
soup and munchies, along with your beverage. We will be broken into ZOOM groups randomly and 
magically so that we can have conversation with a smaller number, just like we do at Pilgrim Firs. After 
dinner, we will be pulled back into the larger group for our opening with prayer, introductions, a retreat 
overview, gift exchange and story time with Vicki. 

 

▪ Saturday there will three sessions of no more than 2 hours each. 
 

▪ The first session will include wake up stretches. There will be time to share tea or coffee. 
 

▪ The retreat will include a study/discussion session and a craft time. 
 

▪ Saturday night we will share a dinner of our choice via ZOOM. 
 

▪ There will be randomly assigned break-out groups in each ZOOM block to give us the chat time that 
many have missed. Just like our Pilgrim Firs retreats, you do not need to attend all sessions. And your 
participation can be ears, eyes, voice, spirit. You can invite friends. How you want to do it is how we 
want it to be. 

 

▪ A full agenda with times will be sent to all registered participants closer to the retreat date. 
 

▪ We are suggesting a donation of $20 to cover retreat costs. 
 

▪ Contact Jill T., Barbara, Alice, Malinda, Vicki, Lynn Z. or Jane A. with questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

   December Birthdays 
Kirsten Pangelinan 12/18 
Michael McPherson 12/27 

Jill Tiffany 12/29 
Cathy Barton 12/30 

 

   December Anniversaries 
Mark Buckley and Steve Kuntz 12/9 
Barbara and Jim Gregg 12/21 

 

If you don’t see your December birthday or anniversary 
on this list and would like to be included, 
please let Kirsten know at kirsten@npucc.org 
or 206-824-1770. 
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