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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As we continue the autumn season, I am aware of so many moving parts—we have an 

upcoming general election, our stewardship season will be kicking off and we are in the 

midst of book studies and re-envisioning how we serve our local community in the midst 

of Covid-19.  

Because of all this, I am reminded of some words by Catholic Sister Joyce Rupp that I 

would like to share with you: 

“Life swings us between the rhythm of giving and receiving. Too often “giving” maintains 

a strong hold on us and “receiving” shrinks significantly when we are involved in service. 

As we renew our intention [for us, we do this through stewardship and pledging] to enter 

into our work wholeheartedly, what do most want to share with others? What do we 

desire to receive? How willing are we to make decisions that contribute to a balance 

between these two actions?”  

As we enter stewardship season, you are invited to let these questions be in your mind 

and heart. 

Sometimes we are poised to give. And sometimes, we need to pause. And sometimes 

we are the ones who need to receive! 

After five months of dwindling numbers with our community meal, we have decided to 

pause the “to go meal” that we had offered. We now look to other ways we might 

engage our community as a part of our mission and social justice work. A task force has 

a “to do list” of things to investigate and if you have some ideas that you would like to 

contribute, do let myself or our moderator Vicky or our office manager Kirsten know.  

Our sincerest hope is to bring the community meal back when it is safe to do so. It is an 

example of where we are pausing, but in no way does it mean that the church doesn’t 

intend to show up for people. We will—with our donation drop off Sundays and other 

creative ways of engagement. 

And now, a bit about receiving, and taking care of ourselves: Because we are close now 

to the election, I really want you all to be mindful of how much news you consume, for 

how many hours in a day and how this information affects you. I am going to try to 

practice just one hour of news consumption a day from now until election day and I am 

limiting my social media time as well. I am choosing to read my news rather than watch 

the TV most days. I have a feeling things could get very chaotic and even more ugly, and 

for this reason, time for prayer is more important than ever. 

And, I also want you to vote. I want you to vote all the way down the ballot and 

remember the Highline Schools Tech Levy as well. Voting is one of the best ways we can 

show up right now as citizens to our nation. It is a civic way that we can take care of 

each other too. 

I will close with a Proclamation from Joyce Rupp on A Time for Giving and a Time for 

Receiving: 
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There is a time to give and a time to receive: 

A time to breathe in and a time to breathe out. 

A time to speed up and a time to slow down. 

A time to speak and a time to listen. 

A time to give gifts and a time to accept them. 

A time to serve and a time to be served. 

A time to pray alone and a time to pray together. 

A time to be strong and a time to be vulnerable. 

A time to hold on and a time to let go. 

A time to read and a time to reflect. 

A time to laugh and a time to be serious. 

A time to extend kindness and a time to receive it. 

A time to love and a time to be loved. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Amy 

Our Calling: Three Great Loves 
By the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President, United Church of Christ 

 

“Three Great Loves,” a shared initiative of United Church of Christ 
congregations, conferences, and the national setting, engages all of 
us in faith-inspired work for a more just world. Together, we change 
lives. 
 

This initiative reflects the deep purpose, mission, and vision of our 
Christian movement. Our purpose arises from Jesus’ greatest 
commandment: we will love the Lord our God with our whole heart, 
mind, soul and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

Every congregation names its mission slightly differently, but as I 
travel around the country, I find our congregations living out their 
purpose through a missional commitment to love, welcome, and 
justice. Spoken in different ways, we share a common mission: 
united by the Holy Spirit and inspired by God’s grace, we love all, welcome all, and seek justice for all. 
Our mission as the United Church of Christ points towards a shared vision: a just world for all. 
 

Many of us came to the United Church of Christ because of this sense of purpose, mission, and vision.  
But we need to ensure we do more than speak words.  We make our commitment real by embracing 
Three Great Loves: 
 

The love of Neighbor 
The love of Children 
The love of Creation 
 

Over the next few weeks, leaders in your congregation will share stories of the ways your congregation 
and our wider movement live out these Three Great Loves. And then, you will be asked to make a 
commitment of financial support to the work of your local congregation and the wider United Church of 
Christ. 
 

We believe an entire Christian movement that is willing to engage in an extended time of mission to serve 
these "Three Great Loves" can change the world. We know that your part in this mission matters – no 
matter where you are located or how large or small your community. 
 

Friends, the world needs our great love. Together, our love for the world can transform it.

 



 

October 
Calendar of Events 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 

 

• Sunday Worship Services, 10:00 am 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study, Fridays, October 2 and 16, 7:00 pm 

• Church Council meeting, Tuesday, October 13, 7:00 pm 

• White Fragility study group, Tuesdays, October 13 and 27, 2:00 pm 

• Parish Care Committee meeting, October 14, 2:00 pm 

• Worship Committee meeting, Friday, October 16, 11:00 am 

• The Enneagram Journey study group, Wednesday, October 21, 4:30 pm 
 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School (lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails) 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved 
online or been suspended for the foreseeable future. If you have any 
questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee 
chairs. Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from the 
state of Washington, King County Department of Health and our Pacific 
Northwest Conference of the UCC. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Amy will be leading a 
Zoom discussion group on The 
Enneagram Journey by noted 
enneagram scholar, Suzanne 
Stabile. We’ll be focusing on 
exploration, growth, and 
transformation. The first 
meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, October 21st at 4:30 pm. There is 
still time to get your DVD and study guide. Just 
let Amy or Lynn know that you want to join so 
you’ll be added to the Zoom invitation list. 

Reminder ~ new church office hours are 

Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 am-2:00 pm. 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP SAVE THE DATES 

NPUCC will have a Budget Meeting on Sunday, 

November 8th (we will need a quorum to pass 

next year’s budget so hope you will be able to 

attend!) and Pledge Sunday on November 15th. 



Blessing of the Animals 
During Zoom Worship on Sunday, October 4th, 
have your favorite furry, fluffy, fishy and/or 
feathered friends available as Pastor Amy preaches 
on St. Francis and offers them a special blessing. If 
you would like for her to come to your home and 
bless your pets in person (only outside!), please 
email her at amy@npucc.org to arrange a 
date/time. You may also send photos of your 
current or past beloved pets to kirsten@npucc.org 
to be included in the Zoom Worship slideshow. Be 
sure to include the name of your pet. 
 

 
World Communion Sunday 
October 11th, 10:00 am on Zoom 

Please bring artifacts or souvenirs from your 
family heritage or travels to share as we 

celebrate World Communion Sunday. You are 
also invited to try a new kind of bread and 

beverage during Communion. 

 

“The Green Door” 
We all felt the effects of climate 
change these past few weeks 
as we watched multiple, 
disastrous fires burn on the 
West Coast and personally 
breathed in the smoke and ash 
from those fires. Here are a 
few steps you can take to 
address the problem: 
o Get informed. 

Knowledge is power – 
learn more about the science behind our climate 
challenge and the responsibility that all sectors 
hold in addressing the issue. Add your voice to 
the issues that are shaping the climate debate as 
well as emerging, evidence-based data that 
directly relates to changes in our climate. 

o Hold yourself accountable. 
Take a personal inventory of your own personal 
impact on the planet – remember, if you can’t 
measure it, you can’t manage it! Click here to 
calculate your carbon footprint – it may surprise 
you. Consider offsetting carbon emissions by 
investing in clean and renewable energy projects 
around the world that support local communities, 
drive sustainable development, and protect our 
planet. 

 

The Highline School 

District has a 

technology levy on the 

ballot in the upcoming 

November election. See 

www.highlineschools.org/technology-levy for 

more details, but here are some highlights: 
➢ It is a two-year levy for $32.5 million. 

➢ It will not increase property taxes; in fact, 

taxes will decrease. 

➢ The emergency transition to distance learning 

has exposed an urgent need for technology 

funding for devices, connection, security, 

support and training. 

➢ The technology gap disproportionately keeps 

students of color at a disadvantage. 

➢ All students need access to technology to 

learn and be prepared for today’s careers. 

➢ NPUCC is a member of the Highline Ecumenical 

Leadership Circle of The Church Council of 

Greater Seattle that is actively supporting this 

levy for the benefit of all kids in our 

community. 

➢ The Highline School district website has FAQs 

as well as ways to participate and get your 

questions answered. 
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All Souls Sunday 

November 1st 

 

 
Our All Souls Sunday worship will be different this 
year. 

▪ First, it happens to fall on the same day as 
the end of Daylights Savings Time so be 
sure to set your clocks back an hour before 
going to bed on Saturday night. 

▪ Second, we’ll celebrate communion during 
Zoom worship, but you are also welcome to 
drive to NPUCC at 11:30 am to take 
communion with Pastor Amy. We ask that 
you bring your own elements and Amy will 
bless them. 

▪ Third, also at 11:30 am, a canopy will be set 
up on the labyrinth to shelter tables with 
candles. While social distancing and 
wearing a mask, you are invited to come 
and light a candle to remember loved ones 
who have died this year or in years past. 
This important ritual of our faith is more 
important than ever as we grieve and 
support one another during these 
unprecedented times. 

▪ Last, stewardship packets will be available 
for you to take home and read at your 
leisure. If you are unable to pick yours up, it 
will be mailed to you on November 3rd. 

Regardless of your political beliefs, we can all agree 
that this year’s election cycle has been divisive and 
unsettling. Pastor Amy will hold Zoom office hours 
on Wednesday, November 4th, 10:30 am – 12:00 
noon to be available to talk through however it is 
you may be feeling about the election results and 
these uncertain times. 
 

UCC Daily Devotional by Molly Baskette 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? - Psalm 27:1 

 
It was scary enough when the young white man 
stood up in the middle of the Drag Gospel 
Festival worship service and started screaming 
religious invective, telling us we were in Satan's 

clutches. Every mind immediately went to Mother 
Emmanuel AME Church, where nine people had 
been shot dead by another young white man, 
just for being who they were: black and 
Christian. 
 
But fear persisted into the next week, when a 
conservative blogger got hold of the story and 
spread it around the internet, riling up dozens of 
people who sent emails, made harassing phone 
calls and posted ugly things on social media. 
“Drop a bomb on it!” said one man. 
 
And fear persisted into the week after that, when 
a different young white man showed up early for 
worship. He kept looking around him nervously. 
When I stood to give the (non)traditional 
welcome, “Welcome if you are queer or straight 
or a little bit of each…black or brown or white 
or a little bit of each,” I was keenly aware of his 
hand in his pocket, and my own vulnerability. 
 
But then, in the midst of the deluge of hate from 
other Christians, one unwittingly ironic comment 
appeared, to praise us with faint damnation: 
 
“This sodomite festival raised $7,000 for LGBT 
support!!! This means sinners give more 
graciously than those who profess to be saved! 
We have done event after event to raise money 
to do God’s work to bring the gospel to villages 
all over Latin America, and our average earnings 
per event are $300-400. What is wrong with 
this picture?” 
 
When push comes to shove amidst all the 
pushing and shoving, I’d rather be a generous 
sinner than a parsimonious saint. And I’d rather 
be convicted by others as a heretic than self-
convicted of my own place in heaven. Certainty 
about our righteousness may be the worst sin 
we can commit, because it hides our own 
unrighteousness from us. 
 
Prayer: God, let me be 
uncertain about my own 
righteousness, and 
certain of your 
unconditional love for 
both me and my 
enemies. 
 



 

 

October Birthdays 
Reed Keeney 10/4 

Lynn Zachow 10/7 

Jeff Clark 10/18 

Jim Salisbury 10/18 

Wenden George 10/19 

Cathy Brewer 10/20 

Gloria Jobs 10/20 

Mike Cook 10/21 

Derek Allender 10/23 

Sue Janke 10/24 

Cathy Larson 10/27 

Georgette Valle 10/31 
 

October Anniversaries 
         Debbie McPherson Clark 
               and Drew Clark 

10/5 

         Sue and Mike Janke 10/6 

         Kirsten and Ben Pangelinan 10/8 

         Wenden and Bob George 10/16 

         Jill Erickson-Keeney 
               and Reed Keeney 

10/21 

 
If you don’t see your October birthday 

or anniversary on this list 
and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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