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Dear Siblings in Christ,  

When I was in Manzanita in April, I picked up a 

sticker for my new bullet journal that I started 

last week. The sticker is a signpost, with arrows 

pointing in all directions, with the various arrows 

saying “breathe,” “fear less,” “love more,” “work 

in progress” and “be gentle with yourself.” I 

think these are all signposts we can use in our 

lives right now, reminders that we are indeed 

works in progress, needing reminders to take 

deep breaths, to not let fear rule us and to 

always put love at the center of our lives—no 

matter how hard that is in practice. 

As our Conference Minister, Rev. Mike Denton has written several times over the 

pandemic, any time he had some big news to share, “take a deep breath and let it all 

out. Take another deep breath and let that all out too” – so too do I invite you to 

breathe with me as we prepare to re-open the building for hybrid (that means some 

people in person and some people still on zoom) worship twice a month (to start) 

that will not be the same as “church before” or even “church during” the pandemic. 

This will be something new and different and a big experiment. That means Kevin 

and I need your feedback. There will be glitches. There will be need for grace. And 

hopefully worship will actually occur in the midst of it all! 

We are going to ask those who wish to worship in person to sign up ahead of time. 

We will still be wearing masks. Some churches are wrestling with whether 

vaccinated people should sit in one place and the unvaccinated in the another. I 

don’t want to have to do that. So we will all wear masks indoors until the littlest 

among us in our congregation can be vaccinated. Our re-opening task force will be 

sending out a letter with more detail, but I thought I would prepare you with some 

highlights. 

Re-opening means we will be welcoming back our AA group and Boy Scouts, 

following the public health guidelines. Re-opening means I am in the office again, 

though not every day. Re-opening means a return of summer outdoor worship later 

this summer and a celebration of 60 years together as church in August with an 

outdoor picnic. 

In the midst of all of this, the building projects continue. I want to thank Vicki and 

the Facilities Committee for all their hard work. I want to thank all of YOU for your 

generous donations. You are amazing! 

And last but not least, you should definitely ask Bob about the slot car racetrack he 

has been engineering for a community building ministry in the Fellowship Hall. 

Grace and Peace to you as summer commences, Pastor Amy 
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June Calendar of Events 
 
ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 
▪ Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am ~ Communion on June 6 
▪ Worship Committee meeting: Friday, June 4, 11:00 am 
▪ Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Fridays, June 4 and 18, 7:00 pm 
▪ Native Book Study: Tuesdays, June 8 and 22, 2:00 pm 
▪ Parish Care and Outreach Committee meeting: 

Wednesday, June 9, 2:00 pm 
▪ Church Council meeting: Thursday, June 17, 7:00 pm 
▪ Enneagram study group: Wednesday, June 23, 4:00 pm 
 
IN-PERSON: as we ease back into in-person events, please continue to wear a 
mask and practice reasonable physical distancing to keep vulnerable people safe: 
▪ Marcie McPherson’s Graduation Blessing and Bible Presentation on the 

Labyrinth: Sunday, June 6, 11:30 am 
▪ Strawberry Brunch and Summer Packet Pick-up: 

Sunday, June 20, 11:30 am 
▪ Worship in the Sanctuary (pre-registration required): 

Sunday, June 13 and 20, 10:00 am 
▪ Seahurst Beach Clean-Up: Saturday, June 26, 9:00 am 
 
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 
▪ Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 
▪ Family First 
▪ Ladies’ Lunch 
▪ Exercise Class 
▪ Community Dinner 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online or 
been suspended for the foreseeable future. Beginning in June, some Worship 
services will be hybrid: both online and in-person (pre-registration required). If you 
have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or 
Committee chairs. Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from the 
state of Washington, King County Department of Health and our Pacific Northwest 
Conference of the UCC. 
 

 

BIBLE & BREWS 
On Friday, June 4th at 7:00 
pm we’ll start our next 
study book: Short Stories 
by Jesus: The Enigmatic 
Parables of a 
Controversial Rabbi by 
Amy-Jill Levine. 
 
“The renowned biblical 
scholar, author of The 
Misunderstood Jew and 

general editor for The Jewish Annotated New 
Testament, interweaves history and spiritual  

 
analysis to explore Jesus' most popular teaching 
parables, exposing their misinterpretations and 
making them lively and relevant for modern 
readers. Jesus was a skilled storyteller and 
perceptive teacher who used parables from 
everyday life to effectively convey his message and 
meaning. Life in first-century Palestine was very 
different from our world today, and many 
traditional interpretations of Jesus' stories ignore 
this disparity and have often allowed anti-Semitism 
and misogyny to color their perspectives. In this 
wise, entertaining, and educational book, Amy-Jill 
Levine offers a fresh, timely reinterpretation of 
Jesus' narratives.” 



 
 
 
             Care 

             Share 

             Repair 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to our 
“Care, Share, Repair” roofing and painting 
projects! Your generous donations have helped 
us reach 78% of our goal. If you have a chance, 
drive by church and see the beautiful new roof. 
Painting is expected to begin in July. Donations 
can be made by check or via PayPal on our 
website: www.npucc.org. Just click on the 
Donate button. Be sure to note that your gift is 
for these projects. 

 
 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
BOOK STUDY 

Join the conversation this month 
on Tuesday afternoons June 8 
(Part 3 – The Struggle for Truth) 
and June 22 (Part 4 – Working) at 
2 pm with our fifth and last meet 

up on July 13 (Part 5 – Bearing Fruit in a New 
World). We are reading Native: Identity, Belonging, 
and Rediscovering God written by Kaitlin B. Curtice. 
“Native is about identity, soul-searching, and the 
never-ending journey of finding ourselves and 
finding God. As both a citizen of the Potawatomi 
Nation and a Christian, Kaitlin Curtice offers a 
unique perspective on these topics. In this book, 
she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi 
identity both informs and challenges her faith.” 

Celebrating Marcie! 
Marcie Mae McPherson is graduating from 
Seattle Christian School with honors on Sunday, 
June 6 at 4:00pm. She is excited about the next 
chapter in her life. Marcie will be attending 
Colorado Christian University (CCU) in Lakewood 
which is near Denver, Colorado. She is interested 
in the nursing program, however, is currently 
undecided on a major. 
 

Marcie is thankful to everyone at NPUCC for your 
support throughout the years. She appreciates 
your kindness and love. She asks for continued 
prayers as she embarks on her first year of 
college. 
 

Marcie’s favorite Bible scripture is Deuteronomy 
31:6 NIV: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD 
your God goes with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” 
 

Debbie and Drew Clark are very proud of Marcie 
and her accomplishments. They look forward to 
celebrating Marcie with all of you on Sunday, 
June 6, 2021. All are welcome come to church at 
11:30 am when Pastor Amy will give a graduation 
blessing to Marcie and present her with a Bible 
on the labyrinth. You may join Pastor Amy and 
Marcie’s family on the labyrinth or watch from 
your car. Some treats will be shared as well. 

Way to go Marcie! 

 

http://www.npucc.org/


Strawberry Brunch 

and  

Summer Packets 

To-Go 
 

On Sunday, June 20th, we’ll have our 
traditional Strawberry Brunch in a to-go 
format. Following Worship at approximately 
11:30 am, stop by NPUCC and pick up your 
goodies as well as a packet of devotional 
and study materials for the summer. 
 

 
 

NPUCC Beach Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, June 26th ~ 9:00 am 

Safely pitch in to clean up Seahurst Beach Park in 
Burien! Bring your own trash bags and gloves and 
meet Pastor Amy by the play structure. You’ll help 
this unique marine ecosystem and can take part in 
a community science project through your phone or 
computer. Use the Clean Swell app by the Ocean 
Conservancy to tap icons of what you collect and 
the Environmental Learning Center will add up all 
that was removed throughout June. You can also 
add to the belly of the Salmon Trash Sculpture to 
celebrate what won’t make it into the food web. 
View instructions and videos and use these 
additional resources for cleanup tips and other 
efforts you can do from home or in your 
neighborhood to #CleanOn!  

While our 
monthly 
Community 
Dinners went on 
hiatus during the 
pandemic, 
Madeleine and 
Shannon have 
continued to 
provide meals for 
residents of Kate’s 
House Foundation 
(see photo), a 

partner in Shannon’s work with drug court. Click on 
this link to read an op-ed in today’s Seattle Times, 
co-authored by Shannon’s boss, to learn more 
about the drug court program: 
When crimes are mixed with addiction, drug court 
offers solutions | The Seattle Times 

All Seattle Pride events are virtual this year. 
Two days – June 26th and 27th -of fun and 
entertainment will feature a diverse array of 
speakers, performers, activities, and activism 
reflecting this year’s theme: Resilience. Go 
to: https://www.seattlepride.org/ to see all 
the details and register for FREE! 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

August 8, 2021 
 

60th Anniversary Celebration 
and 

Annual Church Picnic 

https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/cleanswell/
https://envsciencecenter.org/salmon-trash-sculpture/
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/clean-icc-2020/
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/clean-icc-2020/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/when-crimes-are-mixed-with-addiction-drug-court-offers-solutions/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/when-crimes-are-mixed-with-addiction-drug-court-offers-solutions/


“The Green Door” 
 

Summary of “Science Says 
Laundry Balls and Filters Are 

Effective in Keeping Microfibers 
Out of Waterways” 

by Jeff Kart, Forbes Magazine 
 

It’s the battle of the microfiber removers. In this 
corner, Cora Ball (pictured below), which you toss 

into your wash to 
remove 
microfibers from 
washing away with 
your laundry load. 
In this corner, Lint 
LUV-R, a filter you 
install outside 

your laundry machine with the same goal in mind. 
New peer-reviewed research says “both 
technologies significantly reduced the numbers of 
microfibers from fleece blankets in washing 
effluent.” So either way, the environment wins. 
 

In a study published in the Marine Pollution 
Bulletin and authored by researchers from the 

University of Toronto and the Ocean Conservancy, 
Lint LUV-R captured an average of 87% of 
microfibers and Cora Ball captured 26%. Although 
Lint LUV-R removed a higher percentage of 
microfibers, it was noted that Lint LUV-R caught 
longer fibers and Cora Ball caught the smallest 
fibers, indicating an advantage in using both 
technologies simultaneously for the most 
effectiveness. 
Unfortunately, microfibers washed out of the 
laundry find their way into headwater streams, 
rivers, soils, lakes, and the ocean, eventually 
showing up in wildlife, arctic sea ice, seafood, 
drinking water, and salt. Once in the food chain, 
they work their way up to humans, posing 
potential health issues. 
 

Cora Balls are made in Vermont and retail for 
approximately $30 each. Lint LUV-R is produced in 
Canada, retails at $140, and requires installation 
(additional cost). 
 

Consider in investing in these fairly low-cost 
technologies to help keep microfibers out of our 
environment and out of our bodies. 

 



June Birthdays 
Judy Jacobson 6/8 

Shawna Cook Mascarelli 6/11 
Lee Larson 6/18 

Debbie McPherson Clark 6/19 
Jana Cook 6/28 

 

June Anniversary 
Alice and Chuck McGregor 6/23 

 
 
 

If you don’t see your June birthday or anniversary 
on this list and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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