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The View from the Crowsnest: the Moderator’s view 

This month I am writing the opening column to talk to you about what is 

happening in the Church from my perspective. As the head of the Church 

Council, I wanted to fill you in on what are some of the things we have been 

discussing and making decisions about for the Church.  

For those who may be unfamiliar with the with Church Council, let me explain 

who and what we are about. As moderator, I lead the Church council which 

entails setting an agenda and running the meetings. The Council meets 

monthly and is made up of the committee chairs of the various boards of the 

church as well as the Clerk. Our Church Bylaws state “The purpose of this 

meeting is for supporting the spiritual and financial health of the Church, as 

well as directing the Church’s mission, strategic planning, policymaking, and 

any other duties assigned to it by the congregation.” 

Each month we meet on the second Tuesday at 7pm on Zoom and the council 

members report on what’s happening, upcoming events, planning, finances 

are reviewed, and policy is decided if needed. We discuss issues that affect 

the church and make plans and decisions. 

At our last meeting we approved the design for updating 

our sign on 1st Avenue. This is a project that has been in 

the talking stages for over year. Our present sign is about 

22 years old and has only been updated with longer 

poles, painting, and newer lights. The new sign will have 

lettering that is easier to read. The sign font is a close 

match with the font on our website. A metal portion 

below will allow us to place current updated information. 

The structure will be getting a new coat of paint. This picture (left) shows an 

artist’s rendition of the sign. Look for completion of the project by late spring 

or early summer. 

Second item, I can report upon is the great commitment and generosity of 

our church. We have received 38 pledging units for the year to support the 

work, mission, and life of church – thank you! We also had a very successful 

cookie exchange and warm clothing drive for Reach/LEAD Program of Burien 

this month. We had over 52 dozen cookies donated. After distribution to the 

church family, the extra cookies went to the Recovery House feeding program 

that Madeleine and Shannon are facilitating. The warm clothing filled a trunk 

and a pick-up and was very much appreciated by the recipients. 

Looking forward to a healthy and happy 2021 ~ Vicki Nichols
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January Calendar of Events 
 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be 
shared via email: 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

• Guest preacher Rev. Jim Spraker: Sunday, January 3, 10:00 am 

• Epiphany Service: Wednesday, January 6, 6:30 pm 

• Youth Advent Angels Gathering: Wednesday, January 6, time TBD 

• Worship Committee meeting: Friday, January 8, 11:00 am 

• Bibles & Brews Bible study: Fridays, January 8 and 22, 7:00 pm 

• Donation drive for White Center Food Bank in honor of Madeleine Wasson’s  
birthday: Sunday, January 10, 11:30 am at NPUCC 

• Church Council meeting: Tuesday, January 12, 7:00 pm 

• White Fragility study group: Tuesdays, January 12, 19 and 26, 2:00 pm 

• Parish Care and Outreach Committee meeting: Wednesday, January 13, 2:00 pm 

• Women’s Retreat: Friday-Saturday, January 15-16, various times 

• Guest preacher Amy Johnson: Sunday, January 17, 10:00 am 

• Enneagram study group: Wednesday, January 20, 4:30 pm 

• Guest preacher Rev. Elizabeth Dilley: Sunday, January 31, 10:00 am 
 

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

• Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 

• Family First 

• Ladies’ Lunch 

• Exercise Class 

• Community Dinner 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have 
moved online or been suspended for the foreseeable future. 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. Church Council 

is following guidelines for reopening from the state of 
Washington, King County Department of Health and our 

Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC.



 
New Year's Blessing 

from Pastor Amy 
by Ian Crowie (from the UK) 

 
We stand to face the future: 
 

God behind us in the past; 

Christ before us; the way ahead; 
Christ beside us in the moment; 

Christ beneath us in our weakness; 
Christ above us to shield us-- 

beneath the shadow of God's wings we are safe; 

Christ between us to bind us in the unity of his love; 
Christ in us, equipping us with his all-sufficient grace. 
 

Thus readied, guided and protected we face the new 

year. 
 

Now we arise and go forth on the journey before us, 
knowing that, 

where Christ leads, life is a journey home. 

Therefore we travel in faith, in hope and in love, 
in the name of the Creator, and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

May the blessing of God be upon us and upon all this 
year and to all eternity. Amen 

Created to Care 
TIME TO REGISTER! 

Normandy Park UCC and Friends 
Women’s Retreat 

 

On ZOOM, Friday and Saturday, 
January 15-16, 2021 

 

NPUCC Congregational Worship, 
Sunday, January 17 at 10 am 

 

We want and need the Women’s Retreat, as much 
as any time in the past. We find in community that 
we lift each other up, we laugh, we share, we grow. 

We deepen our faith and our relationships with God 
and each other. 
 

This year’s theme is “Created to Care”. As we care 
for ourselves, we can better care for each other, 
our families, our community, and our world. Self-
care does not just happen. We each find that we 
have a need to focus ourselves intentionally or with 
a plan to guide our everyday activities. Mind, body, 
soul, and heart all tie together in how we can each 
be present for ourselves and each other. 
 

Friday night will be a soup supper, opening prayer, 
care card exchange (gift card), and a story time 
with Vicki Nichols. 
 

Kelsey Beebe, Executive Minister and Pastor of 
Dancing Pastor Ministries (dancingpastor.org), will 
open our Saturday morning session with meditation 
and exercise that focuses on the mind and body 
care. 
 

Amy Johnson, UCC Minister for Sexuality 
Education and Justice, will lead our study session 
“Rest: healing ourselves, our communities and our 
planet” on Saturday morning. 
 

Saturday afternoon will be creative arts and a 
mandala for creative souls led by Jill Tiffany, 
Malinda Vaughan and Amy Hitchens. 
 

In the evening, Joan Wieringa will guide us through 
a facial massage. 
 

Surrounding all of these will be times to chat with 
friends and relax.  
 

Closer to the retreat dates, you will be sent one 
ZOOM link in an email that will work for the entire 
retreat. Just like going to church, you can tap on 
the link in your email and it will take you to 
whatever part of the retreat is happening at that 
time. You can come and go as fits your schedule.  
 

There is the link to our website to register by 
January 4th: https://www.npucc.org/donate. 
 

For the gift exchange, please send a Cares (gift) 
card of $10-20 value to Normandy Park UCC, 
19247 1st Ave S, Normandy Park, WA 98148 by 
January 4th. Or add a note to your registration for 
the retreat and add the amount for your gift card 
amount to your optional retreat donation. Please 
contact Barbara Gregg with questions or to make 
other arrangements. Her phone is 425-466-6858. 
 

With other registration or general questions please 
contact seepuget@gmail.com (Jane Armstrong) or 
Lynn Zachow (lynn@zachow.net). 

https://www.npucc.org/donate
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A message from our 
Finance Committee Chairperson 

Congregation, I would like to give you a year 
end update on where the church stands 
financially. At the end of November, we were 
under budget on pledge income $11,148 and 
under budget on room and ground use income 
by $10,945. We have some other income to 
offset the difference, but we are left with a total 
under budget on income of $20,318. We are 
under budget for expenses $11,542. 
Throughout the year, in spite of Covid-19, our 
drop in income was matched by a drop in 
expenses. In early December we had a number 
of pledge income receipts that have narrowed 
the gap. From a balance sheet standpoint, we 
are in good shape. It appears so far that our 
pledges for 2021 will be slightly lower than in 
2020 so we may need to adjust our budget as 
the year goes on. Please call or email me any 
questions you have about our budget or 
finances. 

Peace ~ Brian Russell 
 

Congratulations to Stacie 
Latimer who was 
honored with the 
Teacher of the Year 
Award by the Highline 
Council PTSA! The 
Highline Council is made 
up of PTSAs from all 
schools in the Highline 

School District. We are so proud of you Stacie! 
Thank you for all you do for young people in our 
community. You rock! 

“The Green Door” 

Did you know that your food 
choices can affect climate 
change? A low-carbon diet 
results in smarter consumption: 
 

▪ Reduce your meat 
consumption: livestock is one 
of the biggest contaminators of 
the atmosphere. 

 

▪ Eat food that is local and in season: 
increase your consumption of fruits and vegetables, 
read the label and eat food that is produced in the 
area, avoid imports which create more emissions 
due to transportation, and eat seasonal items to 
avoid less sustainable production methods. 
 

▪ Avoid excessive packaging and processed 
foods as much as possible. 
 

MARY’S PLACE GIVING TREE 
Thank you everyone for 
picking a tag off the Mary’s 
Place Giving Tree or for 
shopping directly online off 
the Holly Jolly wish lists! 
Because of your generous and 
joyful giving, there were a lot 
of happy families with 
presents to unwrap and 
groceries in their cupboards. 

“NEIGHBORS IN NEED” 
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING 

This special mission offering is one of five that the 
UCC collects each year. Thanks to all of you our 
church collected $450 for NIN. The success and 
sustainability of the UCC's national ministries relies 
on our church's contributions. NPUCC is 5 for 5 
which means that we are a leader, providing 
support to Our Church’s Wider Mission (in our 
budget) and all of the Special Mission Offerings 
taken throughout the year. 
 

 

Food Donation Drive 

for White Center Food Bank 

in honor of Madeleine Wasson 

Please bring your non-perishable food 

items to NPUCC on Sunday, January 10, 

beginning at 11:30 am. We’ll deliver them 

to the Food Bank as a celebration of 

Madeleine’s birthday. Thank you 

Madeleine for your many years of 

feeding people in our community! 

 

GIVING STATEMENTS 
End-of-the-year 2020 giving statements to 

everyone will be emailed to you, if you have 

an email, mid-January for income tax 

purposes, or else via snail mail. Let Lynn 

know if you have questions. 



Thank you 

from the Outreach and Parish Care Committees 
 

Thank you all for your generous donations REACH 
in Burien (warm clothes), and Hospitality House 
(gift cards). Thanks to our coordinators -- Lynn for 
Mary's Place, Nancy K. for REACH, and Alice for 
Hospitality House. The Outreach and Parish Care 
committees are also pleased that Madeleine is 
cooking for five recovery houses in White Center 
(Kate's Foundation), using up the frozen items in 
our freezers. Holiday applause also goes out to 
Cathy Br., Dorine, Alice, Lee W., Wenden, and 
Carla B. for cooking for Hospitality House during 
the week of December 29 - January 3. 
 
  

 

The 

Calm 

Series  January 10  Breath  with Pastor Amy 
 

January 17  Rest   with Amy Johnson 
 

January 24  Give   with Pastor Amy 
 

January 31  Humble  with Rev. Elizabeth Dilley 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Sunday Worship, 10 am on Zoom, in January  

as Pastor Amy and colleagues present “The Calm Series”. 
 

Save these February dates… 

Souper Bowl of Caring – NPUCC has 

participated in this food drive for over 

20 years! On February 7th, we’ll accept 

donations for the Des Moines Area Food 

Bank, joining millions of others around 

the country who are helping to keep their 

local food banks well-stocked. 

Ash Wednesday – February 17th – more 

details to come! 



 

     A photo for the pandemic yearbook ~ 2020 Christmas Eve service on Zoom 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 

Debra Meacham 1/2 
Peter Barton 1/3 
Madeleine Wasson 1/4 
Jette Bunch 1/10 
Leo Altenhofer 1/12 
Florence McGraw 1/18 
Denene Salisbury 1/18 

 

If you don’t see your January birthday or anniversary 
on this list and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at kirsten@npucc.org 
or 206-824-1770. 
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