
1 
 

Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music/Production Assistant: Kevin Peterson 
August 2, 2020 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME 

SINGING BOWL 

SONG ~ “Come Let Us Worship God” 

 
WORDS OF GATHERING 
The day breaks 
And God does not let us go. 
The hour calls 
And God does not let us go. 
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The evening falls 
And God holds us fast. 
Let us turn to God in worship 
God, who never turns from us. 

 

SONG ~ “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (verses 1 and 2) 
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OPENING PRAYER 
God, you see us. 
You see our struggles, 
You see our difficulties. 
You see our possibilities, 
You see our promise. 
Connect the dots for us, O God.  
Soften the hard spots with your blessing. 
Call us in our wandering to hear you say our names. 
Satisfy our longings as with loaves and fishes and manna from heaven. 
For you are a good God, 
A God present in the messiness and joyful abundance. 
And in the end, you always, always have a blessing. 
For this and so much more, we give you thanks, 
Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT ~ “Blue Theology” 
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PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
God is present to us, but we don’t always feel it. 
God is good to us, but we can’t always accept it. 
Fact is, there are things within and around us 
That attempt to step between us 
And our relationship to God’s goodness. 
There are things that we think, things that we do, 
That act to separate us from God. 
The church calls that “sin.”  
 

Let us confess our sins to God, in the presence of each other. 
 

(Silence) 
 

God of all mercy: 
I confess that sin grips me and 
I cannot break free. 
The sins in my mind, on my lips, 
In my acts done or even ignored 
Stand between me and you. 

My entire heart is not always yours. 
My love of neighbor falls short. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Have mercy on me. 

Grant me your renewing forgiveness. 
Lead me on your paths of righteousness, 
And I shall delight in you 
And I shall follow you 
Giving glory to your holy name. 
Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



5 
 

This is adapted from a more traditional prayer of confession as found, for example, 
in the Lutheran Book of Worship and the Book of Common Prayer. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
The God who gives, gives all. 
The God who loves, loves all. 
The God who forgives, forgives all. 
By the grace of God, we are forgiven. Alleluia! 
 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Matthew 14:13-21 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 

him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it 

was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, 

and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into 

the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have 

nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here 

to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 

five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and 

broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what 

was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate 

were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

REFLECTION 

HOLY COMMUNION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
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Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

SONG ~ “Come to the Table of Grace” (verses 1 and 3) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Leo A. 
Rod B. 
The family of Mary C., Cathy B.’s friend 
Kathy D., Nancy and Steve A.’s friend 
Gloria J. 
Stephanie K. and family, friend of Pastor Amy 
Lyle and Sandy, Debbie M-C.’s aunt and uncle 
The family and friends of Flo N. 
Yoko S. 
C.B., his sister, and their family 
Vern S. 
Mack V. 
Val V.’s mother and cousin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

AMEN x5 

TIME TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen! 
 

BLESSING 

SONG ~ “Bread for the Journey” 
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COFFEE HOUR  
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