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August 16, 2020 
 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME AND PRAYER 

SINGING BOWL 

CENTERING SONG ~ “Open Our Hearts” 

 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
We are here from many zip codes, 
Many addresses, and dwelling places 
Wherever we are on life’s journey, 
We seek the living God. 
Our help is in the name of the living God, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
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We turn away from the world and the forms of power 
That too often want to trap us and swallow us up in despair. 
Our God is a God of mercy, who strengthens and renews us. 
We come to this zoom worship seeking the living God, 
Who is compassionate and merciful. 
Let us worship our holy God! 
 

SONG ~ “Praise to the Living God” (verses 1, 3, and 4) 
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PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
God of mercy and grace, it is hard to hold onto hope. 
We see political maneuvering that discounts human life. 
We see people disregarding the safety of others, 
We experience the judgement that rings in our own ears— 
Blaming others, blaming ourselves. 
Forgive us, O God, when we participate in othering, 
In not taking care for the people of our community, 
For not taking care of our planet. 
God of mercy and grace, 
Help us to imagine a kinder vision for our world. 
Transform and renew our minds, 
That we may discern what is good and pleasing to you 
In this world you love so deeply, Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Know that through God’s mercies, you are already forgiven. 
Know that God will bless you with new imaginings, 
New thoughts, new hopes, and new courage. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Matthew 16:13-20 from The Message 
When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “What are people saying about who the Son of Man is?” They 
replied, “Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some 
Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” He pressed them, “And how 
about you? Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus came back, “God bless you, 
Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of books or from 
teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of 
who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. 
You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my 
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church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell 
will be able to keep it out. “And that’s not all. You will have complete and 
free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more 
barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is 
yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.” He swore the disciples to 
secrecy. He made them promise they would tell no one that he was the 
Messiah. 
 

REFLECTION 

SONG ~ “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Leo A. 
Rod B. 
Kathy D., Nancy and Steve A.’s friend 
Gloria J. 
Stephanie K. and family, friend of Pastor Amy 
Lyle and Sandy, Debbie M-C.’s aunt and uncle 
The family and friends of Flo N. 
The people of Lebanon 
Yoko S. 
C.B., his sister, and their family 
Vern S. and his brother 
Mack V. 
Val V.’s mother and cousin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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AMEN x5 

TIME TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that Love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen! 
 

BLESSING 

SONG ~ “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” (verses 1,3, and 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR 


