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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music and Production Assistant: Kevin Peterson 
Lay Leaders: Jane A. and Connie C. 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Debra Cato 

 

September 20, 2020 
 

Creation Series: ‘Let the wilderness lift up its voice.’ ~ Isaiah 42:11 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME 

CHIMES 

SONG ~ “Come, Let Us Worship God” 
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WORDS OF GATHERING 
We invite the Wilderness to worship with us: 
The high desert, steep slopes 
Where the mountain goats roam, 
And gullies of green. 
We invite the flora to sing in the sun: 
Sagebrush and tumbleweed, 
Queen Anne’s lace and mountain lupine. 
We join with the fauna of the wild places in praising God:  
Black bears and bobcats, rattlesnakes and coyotes. 
We invite the songs of the indigenous 
Of this watershed to join us:  
Songs of ancient custodians: raven, 
Orca and the cedar tree. 
Songs and memories that may be unknown to our ears, 
But are known to our Creator God. 
Let us worship our Holy God in Creation! 
 

SONG ~ “Heaven and Earth, and Sea and Air” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
God, our Creator, whose glory fills our planet, help us to discern your 

vibrant presence among us and our kin in creation, especially in the 

rocks, the desert and the wild places. Help us empathize with your 

creatures who are suffering. Help us to listen to the land when it cries 

out. Lift our spirits to rejoice with this wild world. In the name of Christ, 

who reconciles and renews all things in creation. Amen. 
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INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT 
 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
We remember and confess 
That we have become alienated from Earth 
And have desecrated sites in the wilderness regions 
Of our garden planet. 
We are sorry. 
We have polluted deserts with radioactive waste. 
We have torn holes in the ozone layer. 
Our sacred natural sites are in jeopardy— 
Mauna Kea, Bears Ears, and many more 
Have been desecrated or renamed and claimed 
By our own ancestors who colonized this land. 
We have destroyed the homes of wild creatures. 
Please forgive us. 
Help us to remember the wild places are a gift. 
Help us to see where we need to allow our good to re-wild itself. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Christ hears our confession and forgives our sins against the wilderness. 

Christ, desires each of us to love the Earth God created and to return the 

Earth as God created it to be. Our Creator is a loving God who not only 

forgives our sins; but loves us in spite of them. Rejoice in the love of the 

Creator! Rejoice in the Creation! Shalom! Shalom!  

 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Matthew 3:13-4:11 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; 

for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he 
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consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 

the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 

from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.’ 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It 

is written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 

   but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 

down; for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 

   and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to 

the test.”’ 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, ‘All these I 

will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 

   and serve only him.” ’ 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
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REFLECTION 
 

SONG ~ “God of Grace and God of Glory” (verses 1, 2 and 4) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Leo A. 
Bill, Judy J.’s friend 
Rod B. 
The family of Debbie, Nancy and Steve A.’s friend 
Jon, John H.’s son 
Lyle and Sandy, Debbie M-C.’s aunt and uncle 
The family and friends of Flo N. 
Yoko S. 
C.B., his sister, and their family 
Vern S. and his brother 
Kris V. 
Mack V. 
Val V.’s mother and cousin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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AMEN x5 
 

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us. 
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

BLESSING 

SONG ~ “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere 
You may go. 
 

COFFEE HOUR 


