
Dear members and friends of Normandy Park United Church of Christ – here is your Friday 
Food for Thought for June 19th ~ 
 
1) A separate invitation will be sent for Zoom Worship on Sunday, June 21st. During the Prayer 
of Reconciliation, we will be doing an activity that will require 4-5 strips of paper and a pen or 
pencil. Also, we’ll be celebrating Pride month so have something rainbow to show/share. If 
you are planning to attend Zoom Worship, please have these supplies ready! 

 
2) Today is also known as Juneteenth, commemorating the day in 1865 when a Union general 
rode into Galveston, Texas and announced that enslaved people were free (note: the 
Emancipation Proclamation was issued on January 1, 1863, so technically all enslaved people 
were already free). To learn more about the history and future of this holiday, check out some 
of these resources: 
a. https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/501680/12-things-you-might-not-know-about-

juneteenth 
b. Visit the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture: 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/ 
c. There is a list of virtual celebrations and educational opportunities sponsored by the Urban 

League of Metropolitan Seattle: https://urbanleague.org/juneteenth-week-2020/ 
 
3) Christian Education resources: 

• Coloring page – “Fight for the powerless” from the UCC Be The Church Coloring Book (find 
it on www.npucc.org, click on Connect button in upper tab, then Sermons and then 
Sermons and Worship Resources in the drop down menu) 

• Shine at Home – Numbers Esther 2–7; 9:24–32: “Queen Esther” 
Here are some ways to nurture faith at home based on this week’s story. 

(1) Read Esther 2:7. Name all the members of your family as well as other people who 
have become like family. 
(2) Is there any issue of justice today about which you feel particularly called to speak 
out? 
(3) Make a crown with a star on it to remember Esther’s bravery. 

Did you know? The book of Esther is read aloud at the Jewish feast of Purim. As it is read, 
people make loud noise so that the name _______ cannot be heard. 
Prayer for the week: God of justice, give us the courage and boldness of Esther to speak up 
on behalf of others. Amen. 
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