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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music and Production Assistant: Kevin Peterson 
Lay Leaders: Nancy and Steve A. 

September 13, 2020 
 

Creation Series: Land Sunday 
‘Let the field exult and everything in it.’ ~ Psalm 96:12 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME 

SINGING BOWL 

SONG ~ “Come, Let Us Worship God” 
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WORDS OF GATHERING 
We celebrate God’s land, la tierra, and all that is in it this morning: 
Wildflowers and mysterious mushrooms, 
Swirling grasses and grapes on the vine. 
We join the land as it trembles before God: 
With tremors and earthquakes, whirlwinds and volcanoes. 
We invite the farmlands to sing with us: 
Wheat fields, orchards and vineyards, 
Cranberry bogs, gardens and wetlands. 
We join with all the fauna of the fields in praising God: 
Llamas, emus and nanny goats, egrets, eagles and mourning doves. 
We invite the ground to stir deep below: 
Life-giving microbes restoring the soil, 
Beetles and worms preparing our food. 
We celebrate God’s land of fertile soils and geological wonders! Amen. 
 

SONG ~ “God of the Sparrow God of the Whale” (verses 1, 2, 6) 
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OPENING PRAYER 
God, our Creator, we celebrate your vibrant presence among us and our 
kin in creation, especially in the soil, the fields, the vineyeards and the 
land. Help us to empathize with your creatures who are suffering. Lift our 
spirits to rejoice with the land, the flowers of the field and all the 
creatures of the countryside. In the name of Christ, who reconciles and 
renews all things in creation. Amen. 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT ~ “Mt. St. Helen’s Ash” 
 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
We remember and confess 
That we have become alienated from the Earth 
And cleared much of the life from the land in our garden planet.  
We are sorry. 
We have killed living soils with excessive chemicals. 
We have turned fertile fields into lifeless plains. 
We have cleared rich lands of wildlife. 
We have swallowed Earth’s resources in selfish cities. 
We have drilled excessive oil fields and caused harm by fracking. 
We have used the land for our benefit, 
Not thinking about what the land itself needs. 
And in being complicit with these actions, 
We cut ourselves off from you. 
Forgive us O God for our transgressions. 
Lead us in the path of reconciliation and wholeness. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Christ walked the earth and teaches us in story and parable with simple 

elements of the land. He says “I am the vine and you are the branches.” 

The invitation to forgiveness and wholeness is ever present. Let us learn 

from our mistakes and seek a new way forward! 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ John 15:1-17 

I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every branch 
of me that doesn’t bear grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing 
he prunes back so it will bear even more. You are already pruned back by 
the message I have spoken. 

“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way 
that a branch can’t bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the 
vine, you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with me. 

“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I 
with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be 
abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing. Anyone who separates 
from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you 
make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you 
can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. 
This is how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, when 
you mature as my disciples. 

“I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves at 
home in my love. If you keep my commands, you’ll remain intimately at 
home in my love. That’s what I’ve done—kept my Father’s commands 
and made myself at home in his love. 

“I’ve told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, 
and your joy wholly mature. This is my command: Love one another the 
way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line 
for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command 
you. I’m no longer calling you servants because servants don’t 
understand what their master is thinking and planning. No, I’ve named 
you friends because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the 
Father. 
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“You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put you in the world 
to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the 
Father in relation to me, he gives you. 

“But remember the root command: Love one another.” 

REFLECTION 
 

SONG ~ “Pray for the Wilderness” (verses 1, 2, 4) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Leo A. 
Bill, Judy J.’s friend 
Rod B. 
The family of Debbie, Nancy and Steve A.’s friend 
Jon, John H.’s son 
Lyle and Sandy, Debbie M-C.’s aunt and uncle 
The family and friends of Flo N. 
Yoko S. 
C.B., his sister, and their family 
Vern S. and his brother 
Kris V. 
Mack V. 
Val V.’s mother and cousin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us. 
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

BLESSING 

SONG ~ “Wherever You Go” 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Liturgy adapted from: SeasonofCreation.com, Uniting Church in Australia, Synod of Victoria 

and Tasmania 


